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February 13, 2016 

Abib Update  

Hi Folks, 

We are hoping you are all keeping well and growing in the favor, acceptance, and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior. As I sit and write to you I am at the kitchen table looking out the patio doors at 15 inches of 

blowing snow. With the wind chills it is between -10 to -20 Fahrenheit. Some of you are basking in 70 to 

90 degree temperatures for we are scattered all over the earth. But at this time our attention refocuses 

to where God/Elohim says His eyes are focused on; as to the end of the year and the start of the year 

(Deut. 11:10-15). So the temperatures and such where most of us live are irrelevant to that location, 

unless we live in the area of Israel.  

Most of you folks who are getting this update are keeping the 12th biblical month of the biblical year 

with some exceptions. Once again we are all brethren regardless. Last year was a normal or 12 month 

year so this year we are presently in can be either the same or intercalated. The Maimonides or 

Rabbinical calendar has this year as being intercalated. The common link with everyone receiving this is 

our focus on the barley growing in Israel. Even with that said we do not all follow the same criteria so 

that is why I personally report on both the domestic (manipulated) and the volunteer (wild) barley 

growing in Israel. I and Linda as well as other brethren who participate in the inspections understand our 

service is to all the brethren whether they do as we do or not as to specific criteria.  

Most of you understand this pattern of service but it is worth mentioning once again because of the 

variety of backgrounds many are coming from who are looking to this focal point of our Creator as to His 

signs for the start of the year. We report to folks who are long time keepers of such things and many 

new comers from backgrounds in Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism, Sacred Names, Messianic, and so 

on. It is really something to behold that all this convergence is centered around the Calendar of 

God/Elohim.  

For those of you who keep the first crescent as seen from Israel this 12th month will end on Thursday 

evening March 10th after sunset. At that time either the new year will start or a 13th month will be added 

(intercalated) to this present biblical year. For those of you who follow the weather or meteorological 

conditions in Israel, via the Israel Meteorological Service, know it has been an exceptional winter in 

Israel with many stretches of unseasonably cold weather. That is obviously important but the more 

important factor is the precipitation in any given agricultural area. I have addressed why often in the 

past so I will not dwell on it now. I just bring up the point because of what affect is has on the maturity 

rate of any grain growing in Israel and for that matter anywhere on earth. The article we have posted on 

the website about basic agricultural principles can be a good refresher from time to time.  

What is significant this year is the abundant precipitation in the south and the lack of it in the north as to 

yearly averages. Once again the IMS website contains all this data.  
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I get sent a lot of “information” from people who are professing their belief that this is going to be a 

normal year (12 months) and that we should all move forward with our plans for a March Passover/UB 

season. As the saying goes; “to each their own.” That does not work in my relationship with the Father 

and the Son. I am so simple in this that I wait until the end of the 12th month for Them to tell me by 

Their abundant witnesses in creation as to what Their decision and desire is as to the start of the new 

year and the setting of the moedim or annual times of meeting and rehearsals. I will be inspecting our 

traditionally early volunteer (and domestic) locations, as well as those of the grapes, figs, and wild oats. 

We must not forget the storks, doves and swifts, lambs, and wild flowers either for they are all 

witnesses’ places in creation for our use as to the start of the month of Abib. Of course the maturity 

level of the barley growth is the most important. Our fourteen years of prior experience have confirmed 

the biblical pattern as to these working together as multiple witnesses’ to declare the start of the year; 

the change from winter to summer. I will be in Israel the week of March 6th and will no doubt meet up 

with Pierre at some point. He has sent me some early pictures yesterday so I can see where the 

domestic fields are at as to growth. He took them yesterday Friday the 12th near the Kibbutz Dvir which 

if I am correct is somewhere between Rahat and Beersheva if you care to look on a map to find it.  

This area of the Negev is the early bread basket of Israel in most years for domestic barley and wheat. 

Because they are enhanced seeds used and subject to convenient planting times the barley and the 

wheat grow at about the same pace and are harvested relatively close to each other as to timing. The 

growing conditions there encourage early planting because the soils will not hold much moisture once 

the winter rains have stopped. It is something to see when the “dry heat curtain” settles in over this 

area. The moisture in the soil is sucked out like a sponge into the air. At that time lots of irrigation is 

required for the other crops to be grown.  

Pierre’s pictures are worth a thousand words. He has sent pictures of two different fields of domestic 

grain; one with heads just starting to emerge (Zadok Scale #5 and another with no head emergence (#4). 

Pierre says there is nothing in the heads as most of us would expect who have followed the Zadok Scale 

for barley growth for many years. There are still four more stages left in the life cycle once the 5th stage 

is completed. Let’s use this domestic grain to illustrate a simple process. That means the grain in these 

pictures would need to meet the minimum requirements for a grain offering to be used as a wave sheaf 

by March 27 (Sunday) if you use the same method I personally use. The end of the 12th month (first 

crescent method) is 27 days away if we count today. Would any of this grain be “aviv” by then? Certainly 

not is the answer. So then we would be faced with a decision would it be by March 27 which is 17 days 

after that?  

This dear brethren is where the word of God/Elohim enters in for clarity combined with the patterns 

established over the past fourteen years we have conducted inspections in Israel, at least for me 

personally. This is why I seek out the other seven witnesses in creation given to us by our Creators as to 

the beginning of the year. They are all found in the scriptures tied to this very point except for one not 

singled out which is the wild oats. This is why I personally return to our traditional vineyard and fig tree 

locations year after year. They have established patterns of continuity with the early volunteer barley. I 

also rely on the maturity of the wild oats for they traditionally mature 2-3 weeks before the barley does. 
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The migrating storks in the Jordan Valley are usually a deal closer as Jeremiah 8:7 instructs us as to 

timing when we apply the patterns we have been able to observe in the Promised Land.  

If these other witnesses as to the month of Abib are not seen in the years that the barley is not “aviv” at 

the end of the 12th month and the growth stage or maturity level will place it past the critical date of a 

wavesheaf offering for the upcoming month I personally intercalate another month into the present 

year. However everyone has to make up their own mind as to the decision they use in their relationship 

with the Creators. With that said I will wrap this one up. It will only be 23 days until I am in Israel 

undertaking the inspections God/Elohim willing.  

Keep safe in the Lord/Yehovah and our peace we give to you. 

Brian and Linda 

 

This first picture shows a very young field of domestic grain. 

The second picture is a close up of this field. Notice the flag leaf emerging. 

The third picture is of a different field with some heads emerging. Please notice a characteristic of the 

volume of tillering in domestic grain. It is very unusual to find this in volunteer (wild) barley. Also notice 

the grass growing and how it looks compared to the grain. Weeds are also visible. 

Pierre sent other pictures as well but I have struggled to figure out how to get these three to fit. 
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February 21, 2016 

Hi Folks. A couple of points of interest. On Friday evening I was a quest speaker at the 
Congregational Fellowship bible study. I gave a presentation on why I personally do 
what I do as to the abib aspect of the Biblical Calendar. Unfortunately the meeting met 
the maximum amount of the quests it could take and was closed to any others 
attempting to get in. From emails etc. that was a substantial number. Don has placed 
the 2 hour and 40 minute presentation on Youtube for anyone who wants to listen to it. 
If you sign onto Youtube and type in: Brian Convery, The scriptural Importance of 
abib/what we do and why, it should pop up. 

 

Below is a link from the www.thinkgod.org site for the presentation. 

 

https://www.anymeeting.com/WebConference/RecordingDefault.aspx?c_psrid=E952DB
85824F30 

 

Also there has been a lot of requests about a FOT site for 2016. After the 
inspections when we know when the new year will start I will put out a request to others 
via the site here to get input on a festival site. Something to think about in the 
meantime. 

 

Also the unseasonably warm weather of the past 5 days in Israel is now back to reality. 
Should be an interesting trip of inspections this year. 

 

http://www.thinkgod.org/
https://www.anymeeting.com/WebConference/RecordingDefault.aspx?c_psrid=E952DB85824F30
https://www.anymeeting.com/WebConference/RecordingDefault.aspx?c_psrid=E952DB85824F30


Abib Inspections Monday, March 7, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

Hope all of you have had a good start to the week. Linda and I hit the road driving after landing and 

securing our car. We were interested in getting to our traditionally early fields located down the entire 

length of road 232 in the western Negev. It runs from the area of Ashkelon down to the Egyptian border. 

The first location we stopped at just prior to getting to 232 was one of our older vineyards. There were 

no buds on it at all. 

The first picture you will see here is at the intersection where we turn onto 232. As you can see there is 

a lot of very healthy wild barley. It has large heads and long stocks. However it is in late milk 7.7 stage 

for the majority of it with some spots a little more mature and some less. The wild oats here are just 

starting to open up but certainly not all of them as would be expected with the barley here in the stage 

it is. Remember the wild oats are usually mature around 3 weeks earlier than the wild barley. 

                                   

The next picture is of our go to vineyard closer to Sderot. You will see it referenced often in our 

inspections every year. I took a close up so you can see there are no buds starting to leaf out.  

                                              



The next picture is from the area around Re’im Junction, that is 232 and 234. The same thing exists here 

as noted earlier with a larger percentage of the barley heads holding some seeds in the very early dough 

stage.  

                                  .  

There was very little difference in most of the locations we inspected today. There are some sporadic 

clumps of the red strain of the wild barley which were entering soft dough but as most of you know we 

do not use such samples to constitute the start of a harvest. Even with there being two weeks before a 

first of a firstfruits of grain offering would need to be made. None of the locations we looked at would 

qualify for it at that time in my opinion. 

Now we have some pictures of our go to fig trees in Shoresh. Not a hint of any green at all. Compare 

them to past inspections here on the site. 

       

 We will spend tomorrow in the north. We will be looking at our usual fields and vineyards. There has 

been a severe drought up there with many locations only receiving a little over or under 50% of their 

normal rainfall as those of you know who have been following the IMS site. We have spoken often about 

the effect that can have on the maturing process being sped up in those circumstances. 

Brian and Linda 



                                                                               

 



March 8, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

There is a flurry of proclamations going on based on what we have sent out so far. To those doing so I 

would simply say do not make a decision until all the facts are put together. We have until March 10 at 

sunset to make the personal decision as to a normal year or an intercalated year. We have learned the 

importance of waiting on God/Elohim to make such decisions. We still have 2 days to go. Can that make 

a difference? You bet it can! For instance let’s take into account what took place after today’s report 

went out.  

Linda and I saw multiple fig tree’s which were sprouting green and sending out little fruit almost 

overnight in our typical locations here at Shoresh. What do you think is behind that?  

Also while out for our late afternoon walk we had a flock of storks fly over us. I have never seen them 

here in this area before. They were not just flying over but squawking like crazy as to get our attention 

for we would never have looked up without that. 

At sunset the doves started their ritual mating songs outside of our cottage. 

Because we have not found a location of acceptable barley for a wavesheaf yet does not mean it is not 

out there. Actually on Thursday we have decided to recheck some of our early fields in the western 

Negev to see what the 3 days of dry heat has done to them. Remember they have 17 days from that 

point to meet the minimum requirement for a first of the first fruit grain offering. We are also looking in 

another one of our areas tomorrow as well. 

So let’s do the math based on the science of barley growth and apply it in scriptural context to both a 

March 27 wavesheaf day and an April 24 wavesheaf day. Those days are chosen based on first crescent 

observance from the Jerusalem area for this case.  

We have put the following together for many folks keep local observance which in most cases may be 

after sunset on Wednesday the 9th so they would have it for their evaluation. 

If you do not have an illustrated copy of the growth stages with approximate timing of each I suggest 

you get one off the internet (The Growth and Development Guide to Spring Barley by the University of 

Minnesota) or you can view a copy of it on page 16 of our article entitled; “Abib, Wavesheaf, Bride, and 

the Plan of Salvation” located on our studies page on our website abibofgod.com. 

Most if not all of the wild barley we have been inspecting has been out of the boot, head emerged, and 

in the flowering stages and in some instances a little beyond that. For arguments sake let us apply a 

growth stage of 5 at this time, which is classified as head emergence from the illustration mentioned 

above which is based on the Zakok Scale for Barley. The average life cycle of barley is 85 to 95 days after 

emergence under normal conditions. The stage we are using here is stage 5 which is approximately 45 to 

58 days after emergence of the first green shoot from the seed (even though what we have inspected is 

beyond that.) That leaves approximately 50 days worst case until maturity to harvest without any 



manmade intervention to speed it up like cutting and drying it which the scriptures call roasting and 

which is allowed and which would take time off. 

If asked the question if I believe everything we have seen to date could be harvested by May 15th 

(Pentecost if next new moon is start of the year) which would be approx. 66 days from this coming 

Thursday evening I would confidently say yes. This is not hocus pocus guessing but science. What we do 

not have at this point is a field that would produce a qualified wavesheaf amount of barley. Keep in 

mind the sheaf was cut and transported to the Temple in Jerusalem which could take a few days and 

only then can the rest of the field be harvested. Not as soon as the sheaf is cut. That leaves a few more 

days for maturing as well which is often enhanced in the Negev when Sharav conditions (hot and dry) 

set in. They have been coming and going for nearly two weeks now. So to get an acceptable wavesheaf 

we have 17 days minimum from Thursday to do so. Is that possible? Yes, however we have not found a 

field yet to do so with. Will we find a location by Thursday night? Maybe. Even if we do not, I reiterate 

that does not mean it is not out there in the Negev somewhere. With that said we can’t ignore the math 

and science of barley growth. When the Levites were located all over the entirety of Israel they knew 

where such fields were from year to year. 

So now the Math applied to the situation at hand. We will have approximately 66 days to complete the 

growth cycle and the harvest from a March 11th start of the year until a May 15 Pentecost or end of the 

seven week harvest which would actually officially start on March 27th. We can confidently say there is 

about 30 to 40 days left for the barley to be mature enough in its entirety to be harvested. We have 66 

days to do so in. That leaves a plus or positive balance of approximately 20 days worst case scenario. 

The math does not lie to us and neither does the science.  

With this knowledge in place what does the bible have to say about such things? 

Both Exodus 34:26 and 23:19 tell us that Israel was commanded to bring the first of the first fruit 

offerings to the house of the Lord/Yehovah their God/Elohim.  

Exodus 22:19 commands Israel: “You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your 

juices.” 

We then can read in Mark 4:29, “But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle.” 

Would waiting until an April 24 wavesheaf day break these scriptural directions? That would be 45 days 

from Thursday night. You need to make that decision yourself! Would much of the grain harvest be lost 

if waiting until then?  

Please keep in mind that the original strains of wild barley have a very unique characteristic that has 

been breed out of the domesticated varieties. The wild barley heads become very brittle in the last few 

weeks of the drying stages and will fall to the ground to disperse the seeds with little provocation. 

Exodus 9:31-32 addresses this. We have addressed this often in our studies of the past. That is why we 

use the examples of sickle harvesting and drying in the fields in sheaf’s (20-25% moisture content) 

instead of modern mechanical harvesting at 12-14% moisture content. It must be harvested when it is 



physiologically mature or able to reproduce itself and dry in the field in sheaves after sickle harvesting. 

One must take all this into consideration when looking at the Abib Calendar.  

Once again we have several days left to make a decision. We only report on what we see every day and 

our reporting is by region and is not finished yet. However it is up to you to decide when and what you 

are doing as to setting the days you will be meeting with the Creator as He commands. Please do not 

rush things is the only advise I can give you. No doves one day some doves the next. No storks one day 

some storks the next. No figs one day some figs the next. We only have two days under our belts so to 

speak, even though we have covered a lot of ground and a lot of our traditional locations. There are still 

some to inspect and possibly find some new ones.  

With that said we will be issuing reports on Wednesday and Thursday. We will take a look at some of the  

fields we inspected on Monday to see if they have been affected by the hot dry weather by that time in 

any big way. 

Let’s address the lambs for Passover for a minute. Scripture tells us the lamb was to be set aside on the 

10th day of the first month and that it was to be without blemish, and a male of the first year (Exodus 

12:4-5). That tells me it was to be no more than a year old. Passover last year was on April 5th for many 

of us with some a day or two earlier. With a March 24th Passover this year there would be lambs 

meeting that requirement from both birth segments in 2015 and 2016 Gregorian Calendar speaking  

Lots of personal choices to make in 2 days’ time! 

Brian and Linda 

 

 

 

 



Hi Folks, 
As many of you already know for we have emphasized it so very often, we do not declare the start of the 
year for anyone in their very personal relationship with our Creator. We share the information from 
Israel that we “glean” from the markers in creation as to the timing of the start of one year to the next. 
Please do not look to us to make a declaration for you, that is not what we do. Some folks are expecting 
us to do that for them. Not a chance! It becomes obvious what we will do based on the festival dates we 
leave up on the site. However that is our personal decision in our relationship not yours. We have no 
dominion over your faith.  
Some have said this is a close call this year. In some respects that is true. You need to take all the 
evidence and make your own decision in faith. I can’t emphasis this enough. Some of the evidence as to 
the start of the year is indeed marginal while others is not so.  
For instance to date the wild barley is young in almost every instance. Some ask can God/Elohim change 
that? The answer is absolutely He can. I ask myself why would He do that a week from now when in fact 
He knows what we are doing here at the end of the 12th lunar month. That is not the God/Elohim I 
worship. Following that thinking Linda and I observed a few fig trees that just started to pop out on the 
tips in the last couple of days while we were on a walk today. I mention this because we give you all the 
evidence of the witnesses in creation and in the bible that we are to use. Not one of the old vineyards is 
sprouting “green” let alone being fragrant with the sour grape as scripture notes in multiple places as to 
a sign of the turn of the year. However the designer grapes; new varieties to Israel in some locations 
(Jordan Valley with irrigation and netting covering them) have lots of vegetation. We choose not to use 
them just like we choose not to use domesticated barley. They are all modified to produce early and in 
the case of the domestic barley enhanced to grow early to actually meet the time of harvest prior to 
having to irrigate them.  If you would like to read some fascinating studies on the wild barley growing in 
Israel google them in relation to Haifa University. Many are very eye opening. 
One of the brethren asked today about small patches of acceptable barley being used. If you have a 
small patch of barley in a big field which may qualify for a wavesheaf offering in 14-15 days after the end 
of the current lunar cycle does that not count? My personal answer is no it does not for we need to start 
a harvest based on all the principles of the bible which are all based on harvesting with a sickle. We have 
articles which cover these issues on the site for anyone to read them. I can send you a picture of a small 
patch in a field of barley that would be meeting the minimum requirements of Lev. 2:14 by the time 
needed during the next lunar month. You need to ask yourself is that in the spirit and letter of the law of 
such things? Do you sickle cut a small patch to make a sheaf to stand by itself in a field of less mature 
grain which still needs a few weeks to mature to the point that you would be putting the sickle to it? I 
am not going to answer that for you for you need to make that decision yourself.  
The reason I am writing this is to clarify our position. We will not make a decision for you! We are not 
high priests instructing the people in how, when, and why, they are to follow their instructions and 
declarations. The covenant we are under is much more relevant to a one on one relationship with our 
Creator. The curtain of the Temple was torn from top to bottom at His death. We now have access to 
both the Father and the Son. Some of you are worried about some groups already declaring the start of 
the year. My question to you is why would that bother you? If they have decided to do so hope the best 
for them that they do so with a completely clear conscience. It is not your place to question their 
decision.  
We are all to grow in the favor, acceptance, and knowledge of our Savior. It is not a simple task but 
comes with trials and tests.  
Once again we will be conducting more evidence gathering inspections tomorrow and possibly on 
Thursday. It is up to you to evaluate the information and apply it to your relationship with the Creator. 
 
Brian 



Abib Report: March 8, 2016 

Greetings from Israel folks, 

Another beautiful day with sunshine and warm breezes! We got a nice early start this morning and have 

travelled up through the Jordan Valley up to Tiberias. There were quite a few anenomes in bloom in the 

upper region of the Valley as you approach Mehola. Even the roadside barley through this area was 

nowhere near the growth stage of “aviv” which is physiologically mature enough to reproduce itself.  

We stopped at our first traditional early field of acceptable wild barley and you will see the two 

following pictures. It was only in the flowering stages and early milk stages. The oats were just starting 

to get ready to change color. I have a close up of the barley so you can see the florets on the heads. 

                        

                                    



As they say a picture is worth a thousand words. We checked many of the locations in the area driving 

the side roads. Everything was very consistent right down to the condition of the wild oats. Nothing we 

checked today was remotely close to meeting the minimum standards for a first fruits grain offering as 

specified in Leviticus 2:14 and would not be in my opinion by the second week of the upcoming month. 

We did not see any migrating storks in the Jordan or anywhere else for that matter. I thought we might 

see a few scattered little groups based on the temperatures of the past two weeks but that was not the 

case. We did see a lot of very pregnant ewes (sheep and goats) and some of the goats looked like they 

just dropped. In the picture below you will see where a small flock is being kept by the watering truck so 

they have lots of water available to them during the next two weeks. The lambs will be right on time for 

an April Passover based on the biblical principles of how long they are to be with the mother before 

separation can happen. 

 

 

Tomorrow we will be teaming up with Pierre to inspect some fields in the central Negev and the Judean 

foothill area down to just north of Beer Sheva. Some have asked if we would look at that area of the 

Negev for some domestic barley fields as well so we will do so. The domestic fields of barley and wheat 

we looked at yesterday in the Negev were not aviv but some had reached the dough stage. As most of 



you know I personally do not use domesticated barley but some of the brethren do so we inspect it for 

them. 

There are many newcomers to the Abib Calendar this year who are asking a lot of really good questions. 

May I suggest to you folks who are new to it and have not sent in any questions that you look to a few 

articles which will answer a whole lot of possible questions about the entire process. Two are found on 

the Studies Page. The first one is the very first article under Calendar listings and is titled “Questions 

about the Wavesheaf and New Moon in Israel” and the second is found at the bottom of the studies 

page. It is the booklet on how the process of inspections is carried out by those of us in the body of 

Christ/Messiah each year. The third article is located on the Aviv Search page in the archived reports 

about half way through them. It is titled, “Some Basic Biblical Principles about Grain Agriculture.” This 

one covers such things as where the bible says we are to grow grain, right down to how it is planted. 

Our Peace we give to you. 

Brian and Linda 



Abib Report: Wednesday, March 9, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

Just got back to Shoresh at 6 PM with lots to report on as the saying goes; “The heavens opened up 

today.” We met up with Pierre around 10 this morning. Our intent was to inspect some fields in the 

Judean Foothills and some domestic barley fields in the Lahov area north of Beer Sheva. Pierre also took 

us through some areas around Lachish which he told us was famous for early grapes years ago. That 

proved very good in a number of respects as you will see. 

Last night after finishing up the final report for Tuesday at 2:00 am I had difficulty falling asleep. One of 

the reasons was a nagging thought to inspect a location on Route 40 which I had driven by a dozen times 

without stopping. So yes we went to it before meeting up with Pierre.  

Approximately 50% of the field is in the soft dough stage + plus as you will see from the pictures. I have 

included another picture showing a seed in the dough stage but not as advanced but from the same 

field. The wild oats mixed in with the barley had dropped in most plants. This field is between 1.5 to 2 

acres in size in fertile soil. These red strain plants will take about 10 day to dry on the husk on their own. 

Of course in a few days they could be assisted in the drying process so they can be ground into fine 

flour. I have a sample of them and have been sun drying them today and will continue tomorrow to see 

exactly what 2 days of drying will bring us. 

    

 



Above you see the seed prior to peeling and after peeling. Next you will see the head it came from 

which was randomly picked. It is quite brittle and snaps easily as should be the case at this stage.  Beside 

that you will see a seed that is not as advanced from the same field but no doubt would meet the 

requirements of a grain offering in the next 17 days. 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Now we turn our attention to the figs. I am not that good at inserting pictures as you can probably figure 

out. Where is everyone else when I need you? We lost count of all the fig trees we saw today with 

leaves and figs growing. They were everywhere. They are growing so fast it is like looking at one of those 

old time lapse presentations. 

                                                

Next let’s look at grapes. The following picture represents an old vineyard in the Lachish area of the 

Judean Foothills. There were two others as well. One has been let go and is scheduled for removal so 

they can plant a more expensive grape. Follow the money. That is what is happening throughout much 

of Israel unfortunately for those of us who look to the old establish grapes. It had not been sprayed with 

roundup to kill it so it was quite overgrown but it did have buds on it with leaves, etc. The picture below 

is of one vineyard still in production. 



                                                  

 

Now we have two pictures of Domestic Barley located north of Beer Sheva. The entire area is covered in 

two and 6 row barley for many miles. This is just the field we picked to stop at. There are more fields 

further advanced that this one which I am hoping to get more representative samples for those of you 

who have been asking for them. 

                               

This seed and head and field for that matter are in the dough stages.  

Linda followed up this morning with a call into the Jerusalem Bird Observatory to see if they had reports 

of any of the storks migrating yet after our stork sighting last night. They told her they had seen their 

first flights last evening as well as did many others. The two of them had quite a conversation on storks 

and that over 50,000 people a year come to witness the annual flights. Big tourist business! It is now 

game on for them. We encountered many doves today singing and fighting for territory at several stops 

while waiting to join up with Pierre.      

Tomorrow we will be meeting up with Gisela to inspect some of traditional fields in the south and 

western Negev. Some we have seen and some we have not. We will also be looking at more domestic 

barley for those of you who use it. 

Brian and Linda                                                                                                        



Initial Report March 9th: This morning around 9 AM we inspected a new location, which 
we have no inspected before. Over 50 percent of the wild barley will be aviv withing 10 
days time on its own. This location will meet all the biblical criteria to be used as a wave 
sheaf offering during the upcoming month. It is less than a day's journey from the 
Temple Mount via donkey. The full report will follow after the remainder of today's 
inspections. Brian and Linda  

 



Abib Report: Thursday March 10, 2016   

Hi Folks, 

Lots to report and show. This time of year things just explode with growth in Israel especially when 

accompanied with beautiful weather. We decided to check some of the locations in the western Negev 

we missed on Monday. Very happy we did. 

Let’s start with the folks who use domestic barley. Lots for you. The first two pictures are of domestic 

fields of 2 and 6 row barley turning color from two different locations. One just outside of Sderot and 

the other just east of Nir Israel. Both are traditionally early areas for domestic barley. Please notice how 

they turn first from the high ground and work their way down. All grain does this for the moisture starts 

to dry from the top down thus forcing the grain higher up to mature more quickly. Always chech the 

high part of a field first. That will tell you where the field is in the growth stage and where it will be 

shortly thereafter working the maturing process downhill. After those two pictures you will see a 

representative 2 and 6 row head from the second field which was easy to get to. 

                        

                           

Now we have two locations of wild barley which are located along road 232 between Be’eri and Kisufim. 

They are both located a distance from the main road so it takes some time and effort to get to them. 

They are both located on a hill. These samples are from the higher elevations and the top. Lets call the 



first one field 1 with its samples and the second field 2 with its samples. As you will see the samples 

from the top of field two are already very hard and very brittle and very healthy as well. As I stated 

earlier these fields will mature from the top and work their way down. That is a lesson we learned in 

Israel many years ago. Both locations will provide much more than an omers worth of barley for a 

wavesheaf this coming month during UB. I only say that for many have asked the question about an 

omer specifically. 

                                                     

 

I could not get my computer to load the last picutre of these samples I mentioned above. Anyway the 

ones on the left above are very hard and the heads snap very easily if trying to pull out a seed to 

examine. 

If you remember from day 1 we took a picture of our go to vineyard north of Sderot. It had nothing as to 

vegetation. That was three days ago Please compare this picture of it today with the one from the first 

day. It is difficult to explain to anyone who has not undergone these inspections just how fast things 

mature here this time of year. Also we saw lots of Lambs, ewes, and rams. The lambs are of good size. 

We also saw more storks today as well as many other species of migrating birds. The Jerusalem Bird 

Observator told Linda there were reports coming in from all over about the storks moving north through 

Israel as well as many other species. 



             

 

With that said I would encourage you all to look at all the articles of research and study that Haifa 

University has done and is doing with the wild barley. There is so much we could talk about with it I will 

let you do so yourselves. They talk about the different species, how they are being used to be crossed 

with the modern varieties of domesticated barley to help them be more disease and drought resistant, 

etc. etc. etc. 

On another note some have asked about the barley in the area of the Temple Mount. We did not get 

there this year vice president Biden is in town and what a mess there. We did look at barley on the 

outskirts of Jerusalem and it is in the flowering stages in most cases which it should be based on all the 

other area’s we have inspected. 

If I can get the last picture of the wild barley to load I will. I am not good with computers and such. We 

have tried to include the important pictures for those of you we asist with information. There are many 

more but I think you have enough to make a decision as to what you will be doing. In years like these we 

need to look to the other witnesses to the turn of the year as we have often discussed from scriptures 

they are found in. Then we add the science of the life cycle of barley and then we look to the commands 

in scripture about when to start a harvest and not delaying an offering. We covered these earlier so I am 

not going to repeat them at length, but list a few. Either we believe them or we do not. We are not here 

to make any declaration as to what you are to do. That is a personal decision between you and 

God/Elohim in your relationship with Him. 

This has been a very busy inspection trip with so many new folks seeking information and having a year 

turning before our eyes from day to the next. Once again with that said Linda and I come here to see 

what the Creator has in store for us personally in our relationship with Him as to keeping the days we 

think He wants us to keep. Whatever you decide to do, do it with all your might and with a clear 

conscience. We are all growing in favor, acceptance, and knowledge of our Lord and Savior. He is our 

wavesheaf and was sacrificed on our behalf and accepted on our behalf as well. 



We wish you a happy Passover and Unleavened Bread sesason regardless of what it is for you. Some of 

the key scriptures we should incorporate in our calendar understanding. 

Exodus 34:26; Exodus 23:19; (first of the firstfruits which is very important for that is a small quantity 

without blemish for all the scriptural reasons); Exodus 22:29: ( you shall not delay the first of your 

produce); Mark 4:29 (you do not delay the harvest); Song of Solomon 2:11-13 (Many of the other 

witnesses of the turn of the year); Jeremiah 8:7 (even the storks and birds know their moedim); 

Jeremiah 5:24 God/Elohim controls all the weather to work out His will). Many more but those are some 

very relevant ones. Please keep in mind that our Savior is the first of the first fruits to the Father. He is 

our wavesheaf and we are of His body. Wavesheaf day is our central focus as to when the year will start 

unfortunately many do not understand that. I will also add it is called the Month of Abib not the day of 

Abib so Linda and I do not look for the wavesheaf to be ready on the first day of the month but during 

the middle of the month. Our Savior first has to fulfill His role of being the Lamb of God/Elohim before 

He could be our Wavesheaf on our behalf. So much to be thankful for! 

We will be flying out shortly. 

Our Peace we give to you. 

Brian and Linda 

 

 

                                                                                                             



Hi Folks, 

I think I have gotten back to the hundreds of you who have sent in questions, etc. If I have 

missed you please resend for in some cases some of the conversations were over a multitude of 

emails and there is the possibility of overlooking some in the mix. Whatever you have 

individually decided to do we hope you have a wonderful Passover season. 

Brian and Linda 
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Abib Summation Report 3/12/2016 

Dear Folks, 

It is good to be home but the reports are never finished for me until I write a summation as is my 

pattern. As I mentioned in a post yesterday I have received hundreds of emails which I will endeavor to 

answer over the course of the upcoming week. I also mentioned that we have received over 10,000 hits 

to the aviv inspections page as of Thursday night. That is a lot of folks looking at evidence we have 

presented as to the witnesses in creation to the turn of the year, which to answer a question from many 

of you, I personally have been doing for the past 15 years.  As you can see from the daily reports we post 

the things we observe each day without prejudice. It is not our function to make decisions and 

judgments relative to your relationship with the Creator for that is between you and Him. We just post 

the visual and written evidences we see.  

Speaking of pictures some of you have requested the one of the wild barley which I could not load on 

Thursday so I am inserting it here with the picture of the random heads we picked on top of one field we 

inspected for samples. Some have asked would it constitute an omer of grain at that location as of 

Thursday. I could not tell you for sure for I have never ground an omer of grain just enough to educate 

myself as to what stage it can be ground at. I have a rough idea of how much it would probably be. You 

can see an example of what we have ground in the past in our booklet on the Studies Page of the web 

site at the bottom of the page.  Others have asked how much barley was in this state of aviv there. It 

was probably about a section 10 or 15 feet by the same measurement. Outside of that it went down in 

the stages of dough as one moved further away. This was located at the top of the hill. Do I believe there 

will be way more than is needed for an omer prior to the 15th of the month? Yes I do, in fact a lot more.  

I do not use the first of the month as the date it needs to be ready as I will explain a little later as to why 

biblically and symbolically. 

                            

You can see if you zoom in on the individual seeds how dried out they are as well as being very plump. 

This was the last location of wild barley that Linda, Gisela, and I inspected for the day. 
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For those of you who are new to the site and our reporting let me state once again we make the trips to 

Israel to inspect the barley for our own personal relationship with our Savior and His Father. We were 

convinced many years ago to make the results of each day available to others to use in their personal 

relationships as well. We have been blessed in many ways so that we are able to do so and no there is 

no need of us begging or demanding money from you to make any of this happen.  What you do with 

the information is up to you. Glean what you can and use it as you are willing to do in your 

understanding of your personal relationship with the Creator. Because we post the information does not 

in any way, shape, or form, imply we are trying to convince you of what you should be doing personally 

for we do not have dominion over your faith.  

This year has been a very interesting year in many respects. It was a lesson in patience and our waiting 

on God/Elohim to show us His will as to our relationship with Him for the upcoming appointed times of 

meeting. It would have been easy to jump to conclusions from what we initially saw or didn’t see. In fact 

keeping it as an intercalated year would have benefited us greatly on a number of fronts. It turned into 

one of those years we needed to look for all the witnesses given in scripture as to the turn of the year 

from winter to summer. It is a transition. Some of you folks are pointing out the weather will be getting 

colder for a few days. That has no bearing on what is already in place for the barley that is turning is not 

taking in any more moisture. It has snowed here at home in the middle of June in the past so does that 

not mean the summer months are negated prior to it. Of course not! It will still have cold days in Israel 

and rainy days as well. That is a promise from the Creator in scripture. Most of you long time readers 

can articulate the other witnesses as to the turn of the year from scripture but we have mentioned them 

previously in the reports for the newcomers to see them and to recognize they are in the word of 

God/Elohim.  

The scriptural witnesses are simple to enumerate. The heavy destructive winter rains are gone in their 

frequency, the flowers are blooming, the turtledoves are singing their mating songs, the figs are putting 

forth green figs, the grapes are putting forth tender (very young) grapes which give off a good smell, the 

lambs have been and are being born, and the storks, swifts, and swallows are migrating through the 

land. On the issues of the birds migrating, if in doubt please contact the Jerusalem Bird Observatory. We 

have reported on all of these being present this year as we have reported on whether they were present 

or not in previous years as well. We reiterate that each and every one of them was and is present during 

the inspections this year especially after the day two report went out. We have also presented evidence 

of the barley growing in Israel at multiple stages of growth for both the domesticated varieties as well as 

the wild. We do this from year to year because we are asked by others to do so with the domesticated 

for they use that in their determinations. It is that simple. On that point someone has informed me 

there are no fields of either domestic or wild barley turning color at this time. I did not reply to such a 

remark. They obviously did not look at the pictures. There are many fields of barley changing color as we 

have given evidence to. On that point let me state on Monday the first day of our reporting we found 

none but by Thursday they were all over turning color but we only included two pictures for witnesses. 

That is how fast it happens in Israel. We also provided samples of both two row and six row barley from 

the middle of one of the fields as to how far advanced the field was.  We could have easily gone to the 

top of the field and picked some representative heads as well to show they are even more advanced but 
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there would have been no point in that. The folks who use the domestic have received all they need to 

see to ultimately make their decision or be happy with the one they have already made.  

For all of you who have asked if Linda and I are keeping this month as the first month the answer is yes. 

We base this on all the evidence we have seen during the inspections in creation and the science of 

knowing the life cycle of the barley and the agricultural process of sickle harvesting as to the do’s and 

don’ts of it, and the knowledge of the plan of salvation and how it is all relevant to our Saviors functions 

during the month of Abib.  

The last is very import to Linda and me in our evaluation for what we do in determining the start of the 

month of Abib and when we look to the barley to be ready. We firmly believe our Lord and Savior 

Jesus/Yeshua  the Christ/Messiah is our wavesheaf offering and the timing of that speaks volumes as I 

will now explain to you about that hope which is in us. 

Let’s set the groundwork for what we do and why we are not concerned with naysayers and such think 

about it. 1 Peter 3:13-17; “And who is he who will harm you if you become follower of what is good. But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake: blessed, do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 

troubled. But sanctify (set apart) the Lord God/Elohim in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness (not weakness) and 

fear; having a good (clear) conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your 

good conduct in Christ/Messiah may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God/Elohim, to suffer 

for doing good than for doing evil.” 

The first month of the year is called Abib by the Creator.  That is an entire lunar cycle consisting of 29 or 

30 days. It is not called the day of Abib is it, whether speaking of the first, last, or any other day in 

between? Why would our Creator name the entire month Abib? Have you ever asked yourself that 

question? Linda and I have, as well as also answered it as we have grown in favor, acceptance, and 

knowledge of Christ/Messiah. Just think how many really important events take place during this month 

and yet He calls it the month of Abib. These other great events taking place in it are all tied to and very 

relevant to the plan of salvation. Why did He not call it the month Passover or the month Unleavened 

Bread, or for that matter the Month Separation? It is because the focus of this month, the most 

important event in it is all about the early harvest as it relates to the activities of Christ/Messiah and the 

start of the harvest unto salvation, acceptance into the household of the Father through Christ/Messiah 

as our wavesheaf being accepted on our behalf. “He shall wave the sheaf before the Lord/Yehovah, to 

be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath (weekly 7676) the priest shall wave it.” 

Leviticus 23:11. That is the first day of the week which falls during the days of unleavened Bread or the 

15th to the 21st of the month.  

That wavesheaf is representative of our resurrected Savior who was sin free and having paid the death 

sentence for us now being accepted by the Father on our behalf.  All of His previous actions during the 

month, His being separated, beaten, suffering, tested, and put to death were done for our wellbeing not 

His. The wavesheaf can’t happen any earlier than the 15th and not later than the 21st. That is when the 

focus of the barley first fruit wavesheaf offering comes into focus and it is why the entire month has 
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been named by the Creator as the month Abib. Thus after that great event; His resurrection and 

acceptance by the Father on our behalf, that the plan of salvation steps to the next phase of the harvest 

of the rest of the firstfruit of the early harvest, the humble harvest, the barley harvest commences. We 

now have the opening, for those who are striving to be of His body, to be accepted into the family of the 

Father, the Patriarch of the household of God/Elohim.  So thus the focus on the first day of the month of 

Abib as to when the wavesheaf is to be ready to qualify to be such, is not biblical. Our Savior still had to 

qualify to be the Lamb of the Fathers household and fulfill those functions before He could ever be able 

to qualify to be the wavesheaf of acceptance on our behalf.  That was culminated in the Father 

resurrecting Him from the dead. Our focus for the first 14 days is on Him qualifying to be the Lamb 

without blemish.  Every sect of Judaism rejects that but as true believers, biblical Christians, Linda and I 

do not. As I believe all baptized individuals into Christ/Messiah should believe that He is.  We have all 

been given, as baptized members, the spirit of God/Elohim to be able to discern such things that the 

believers in Judaism have not available to them unless they repent and accept Christ/Messiah. 1 Cor. 

2:10-11 and 14:  

“But God/Elohim has revealed them to us through His spirit. For the spirit searches all things, yes, the 

deep things of God/Elohim. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of a man which is 

in him! Even so no one knows the things of God/Elohim except the spirt of God/Elohim. But the natural 

man (without Gods/Elohim’ spirit in them) does not receive the things of the spirit of God/Elohim, for 

they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

For those who reject Jesus/Yeshua as the Christ/Messiah do not have the spirit of the Father available to 

them. The last living apostle warns us about that often and not to accept their teachings and the pitfalls 

that come from them when we ignore this simple fact and have itching ears for such enlightenment.  

2 John 9-11; “Whoever transgresses and does not abide (live totally, to the fullest) in the doctrine of 

Christ/Messiah does not have God/Elohim (the Father). He who abides in the doctrine of Christ/Messiah 

(the belief that He is) has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 

doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil 

deeds.” Not my words but Gods/Elohim’! 

The focus of the first 14 days of the month of Abib was and is on Christ/Messiah being an unblemished 

Passover sacrifice, dying on our behalf, not about being the wavesheaf, for without qualifying and 

fulfilling that function of the Passover Lamb first, the wavesheaf would not be necessary or even come. 

Thus we have the Passover lamb being separated on the 10th day from the flock. It is without blemish. So 

much can be said about that but we are focusing on the wavesheaf timing, command, and symbolism. 

So at the beginning of the first month, the month of Abib, we also look for the young lambs.  

Once Christ/Messiah became the Passover sacrifice for us, on our behalf, dying for our sin, not His, for 

He had committed none of His own, only then did He qualify for the greatest and biggest epic event in 

the history of mankind. That is simply said, the wavesheaf offering and the seven week start to the 

spiritual harvest of His body of believers. That is why this great event takes place during the seven days 

of Unleavened Bread and runs up into the Feast of Weeks or Pentecost. Why the Feast of weeks? 
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Because the early harvest of those who have qualified through Him to be part of His body will be 

completed. The number of His bride is completed from both marriage covenants and she is redeemed 

by Him, thus the 50th day, her spiritual jubilee in Christ/Messiah.  

There is no Biblical command that the wavesheaf is to be ready to be ground and waved on the first day 

of the month of Abib, but rather on the first day of the week which occurs during the days of UB which 

fall from the 15-21 of the month.  Nothing outside of that can be found in scripture or in the symbolism 

of the day it represents. It needs to be ready for the 15th to the 21st of the month, no sooner, no later.  

The life cycle in a woman clearly explains this to us as well. It is another marker or witness in creation. 

On the 10th day of that 28 day cycle the ovum undergoes Meiosis in which the number of its 

chromosomes is reduced by half. It is a day of separation, just like the 10th day is the day of separation of 

the lamb from the flock. It is part of the pre-ovulation phase which lasts from day 1-14. On day 14 of the 

lunar cycle the moon becomes full and bright and is also a marker in creation with great importance to 

this 14th day. It has built to this point during this time period. It first 14 days of a woman’s life cycle is a 

time of preparing the ovum so that it can be impregnated or spiritually speaking, receive the spirit of 

God/Elohim.  The Corpus Luteum has grown into a golden colored body (just like the barley first of the 

firstfruit offering) and for the next 7 days; 15-21, it can be impregnated by the male sperm. Does anyone 

possibly think this is a coincidence! We each need to use the spirit of God/Elohim to recognize these 

witnesses and assign praise to our Father for them.  

In spiritual terms days 15-21 are the days in which the ovum receives a new chromosome count, a 

complete one. It is when the spirit in man is joined with the spirit of God/Elohim and we have a new 

creation starting in an embryonic state. That is why wavesheaf day can only fall on the 15th through the 

21st days of the first month. It is the ultimate focus of a very active 28 day cycle, as well as the 15-21 

days of the lunar cycle. That is why the month of Abib is named after the substance of the wavesheaf, 

the barley, the humble grain. Even the characteristics of the barley plant inspire us. At a certain time it 

starts to bow before it is ready to harvest. Wheat, the second grain harvest material in most species of 

it, does not for it is stiff necked. By the end of the 14th day the first of the firstfruits of barley has turned 

golden just like the pattern of the Corpus Luteum. So in a nutshell, what I have just talked about is why 

Linda and I look for the first of the firstfruit barley to be ready between the 15th to the 21st of the first 

month.  

We do not follow biblically baseless claims of Judaism regardless of which sect it comes from, as to it 

needing to be ready by the first day of the month. To do so in my opinion is diminishing the biblical 

pattern and importance of the first 14 days in which the lamb is being made ready for the Passover. We 

do not wish to put the cart before the horse in the plan of salvation. 

We have addressed this for many years in studies but once again we have done so here briefly for any 

newcomer to the reports. 

With these spiritual understandings we apply the science of barley growth to it. Wild barley has a 

characteristic which makes it vulnerable as it matures, and that has tremendous spiritual application. 

Remember the warning Christ/Messiah has given us in Mathew 24: 24; “For false Christs and false 
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prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” 

When the plant is going through the dough stages it becomes more brittle as each day moves along. The 

heads at one point become so brittle that if you even touch its tines or if you attempt to remove a seed 

it will fall apart and thus scatter the seeds. This characteristic has been bred out of many domesticated 

varieties, for to machine harvest it needs to reach a maturity level of 12-14% of moisture content or less 

to harvest by machine so it does not gum the inner workings up. If you tried to harvest wild barley with 

a sickle at 12-14% moisture content you would lose most of it from falling to the ground. That is why 

barley was harvested when it reached 20-30% moisture content. That is when it is changing color for it is 

no longer taking in moisture. It is aviv; at a stage to where it can reproduce itself, but can still be 

harvested by violently cutting the stocks with a sickle without losing the grain. It is then bound into 

sheaves and stood upright in the field to complete the drying process so it can be then taken to a 

location where it can be beaten and winnowed. When I hear people saying it must be aviv at the 

beginning of the month it is apparent they do not understand the scriptural patterns or the science of it. 

I hear from brethren who claim the majority of the harvest must be ready to start on wavesheaf day.  

That is utter nonsense to put it bluntly without trying to offend. Let’s take a quick look at it biblically. 

The first grain harvest lasts for 7 weeks, (Deuteronomy 16:9 as well as other scriptures). We need to 

understand that it can only start after the wavesheaf is offered during the days of UB. So are we to think 

that everyone stopped what they were doing to start the harvest that day? Where were all the males 

and family members and servants at that time? They were keeping the feast of UB, and not at their 

homes or fields. Wavesheaf day is the day of the first of the firstfruits of grain offering. Exodus 34:26 

and 23:19; “The first of the firstfruits of your land (the entire land of Israel not some specific location 

around Jerusalem) you shall bring to the house of the Lord/Yehovah your God/Elohim.” 

So with all the folks appearing before the Lord/Yehovah  at the feast of UB, Weeks, and Tabernacles as 

scripture tells us how much grain got harvested between the 15th and 21st of the first month? They still 

had to get back home after they left the feast before they could start the sickle harvest. If the grain were 

too dried out at that time they would lose a lot of it as the science of its life cycle clearly speaks to us. 

Read through the book of Ruth and get some valuable insight into these things. That is why we only look 

for a first of the firstfruits offering which will be ready by the time of the wavesheaf offering falling 

between the 15-21st to start the month of Abib. Much of the barley is still in green heads even at the 

time of UB or by the time folks returned home to harvest it. It would be too mature and way too much 

would be lost otherwise. I imagine that is where the tag “green Heads” actually comes in. Sickle 

harvesting has a very simple pattern so don’t be deceived by people who do not understand it but 

pontificate great, swelling, orations to beguile you and oh yes pay up to support their great endeavors. 

That is not how God/Elohim works.  

In Israel, the wild barley that is, matures in 7 to 10 different climate zones. Even the University of Haifa 

speaks of this in their research of the subject of wild barley. Can you imagine the chaos of it all being 

ready to harvest at the same time. We need to use not only the spirit in man which is common to all 

men, but also the spirit of God/Elohim which we have received as a down payment of bigger things to 

come if we have been baptized into Christ/Messiah and had hands laid on us to discern such things. I 

suggest you read the posting of March 8; Q&A about the life cycle of the barley applied to this year. 
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Forget all the other creation witnesses in scripture about the end of winter into the start of summer or 

first month Abib and just apply the science of the barley’s life cycle. There is no way that the first fruits 

of the crops this year would make it in tact to April 24 which is the start date, or day of the wavesheaf 

offering if the year were intercalated. There would still be fields at higher elevations still available as 

science and agriculture teaches us but not at the lower elevations. With the start of the year yesterday 

Friday the 11th we have until May 14th to complete the barley harvest and not lose any of it. The second 

or later scenario is a disaster in the making physically and spiritually in my opinion. Once again the 

choice is yours to make. I would be remise in my calling and function in the body of Christ/Messiah if I 

did not have the loving concern for the other parts of His body; so I point these things out for your 

gleaning. 

I will close with the thoughts that in the future if any of the members in the body would like to team up 

to conduct inspections please let me know. We would all be speaking with once voice spiritually so to 

say. Also if anyone has some opportunity for central feast sites whether you are a leg, foot, hand, etc. in 

the body please let me know and I will put that info on the site for brethren to contact you. We may at 

times look different but do not forget we have one head and that is Christ /Messiah. 

Our peace we give to you. 

Brian and Linda. 

 

 



Hi Folks, 

Well we are home now but very tired. Just catching up on all the necessary things in life 
before we hit the hay so to speak. I have hundreds of emails here which I have not yet 
answered so please be patient. It may take a while. Many, Many questions and thanks 
from a lot of people from all over the world for providing a daily analysis of what we 
have observed and many thank you's for giving them the credit for having the spirit of 
God/Elohim dwelling in them to make their own decisions. 

 

What I will be doing tomorrow is putting together a Report Summary as is my pattern 
from year to year. It will answer many questions from you in general and in some 
specifics. What I have decided to do is to also write a reason for the hope that is in both 
Linda and I about the Abib Calendar and the plan of salvation which it depicts for those 
who are in the body of Christ/Messiah. That will answer a whole lot of questions for 
many of you. If I do not post it tomorrow it will be up on Sunday some time. 

 

To answer many of you, yes Linda and I are keeping today as the new year. But! This is 
not a game of "follow the leader." Those of us who are members of the body of 
Christ/Messiah have only one Head, one Shepherd, one Savior. We are given the spirit 
of God/Elohim the Father when He calls us unto His Son and He expects us to use it to 
discern the deep things of God/Elohim as He tells us in 1 Corinthians. 

 

Please keep in mind it is just Linda and I who will be answering the personal emails so 
once again be patient for you are not being ignored. That actually has been one of the 
biggest lessons of this years inspects, patience and waiting on God/Elohim as well as a 
little humbling thrown in. We have received over 10,0000 hits to the aviv search page 
alone in the past 6 days. I will also post the pictures of the aviv barley from Thursday 
which I could not get loaded on Thursday. Those of you who know me are probably 
astounded that I even got what I did into a report. You will see it is very healthy, plump, 
and dry, and by the way the red strain as well, which we will talk about at length in the 
near future as it is related to studies done by Haifa University. 

 

Happy Sabbath! 

 



 

Abib Update 3/22/16 

 

Hi Folks, 
 
Hope your day is off to a good start and that your preparations for Passover/UB have gone well.  
Below you will see the meaning of a picture is worth a thousand words. I am so thankful for brethren 
who know how to work with technology for I struggle with some of it. Brian Hoeck has put together a 
depiction of one of our traditionally early fields at the head of the Jordan and Jezreel Valleys with some 
pictures we sent him which were taken by one of our sisters in Israel on Sunday. He has contrasted them 
with the pictures we took on Tuesday March 8th and posted in our report for that day. As you will 
remember the field was only in the late flowering and early milk stages. I can’t emphasis enough how 
quickly things mature in grain, in Israel. This particular field was not included in our inventory of fields 
which would be aviv by wavesheaf day. It is a tossup now as you can see, so just imagine where the 
fields are in maturity that had some aviv heads in them during the reports. As I mention often there is a 
science to all of this and it is written into creation for us.  
Israel is about to experience sharav conditions starting tomorrow according to the official IMS site. That 
means very high temperatures, dry winds, and lots of sunny and hazy skies. Just image what that will 
also do for the grain fields. There are brethren who have decided to travel to Jerusalem to keep 
Passover and UB there this year. They will need to be in shorts and tee shirts to start that joyous event 
off.  
Just imagine what would happen to early fields such as the ones we have spoken about if forced to 
stand alone for another 6 week. The losses would be devastating for the seeds will have already 
dropped to reseed the earth after the pattern instilled in them by the Creator.  
We are hoping to get in some more pictures for you to evaluate before the end of the week. This is truly 
a year of learning and sharing.  
 
Brian and Linda 
 
 

 

 



 

 

   



 

 

 

Abib Update: Thursday March 24, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

Many have asked that we follow up on the field we had posted on the 22nd from pictures taken on 

Sunday the 20th. For those of you who have made up your minds as to the days you will be keeping 

please bear up with our folly, for there are still many who are asking for more information. So rather 

than go through the abib mailing list and pulling email addresses out I simply send it out to all of you. 

Our wonderful sister made it to the field this morning at 5:30 our time so most of you will be getting this 

early morning. As you will see once again the incredible rapid growth which takes place in Barley in 

Israel when the conditions are right. The pictures will speak volumes. This field is now aviv and is 

actually drying out too fast.  

The heads of barley regardless of where you pick them are falling apart in your hand. Some seeds would 

need heat applied via a little roasting some would not. Please keep in mind this field in the north was 

not even considered to be in our inventory of fields that would be ready for wavesheaf day this month. 

Within two weeks this field will be of no value as to sickle harvesting for it will have lost most of its seeds 

with the weather conditions that are presently going on and those forecasted. In a week a heavy rain 

will break all the heads apart. I guess we could introduce the new method of harvesting them with a 

rake and shovel. 

    

                                                         



 

                             

There are a lot more pictures but this will be the end of the updates for now. It has been a very busy 

past 3 weeks. The pictures of the heads and seeds were randomly picked in the field from top of knoll to 

flat edges. The picture to the right has established a new method for determining aviv (seed can 

reproduce itself thus able to be roasted and ground into fine flour), shoes covered in barley falling apart 

as one walks through the field. 

We hope you all have a wonderful festival season regardless of what your decision is. Do it with all your 

might and with a clear conscience.  Please continue to grow in the favor and acceptance and knowledge 

of our Father and our Savior/Husband. 

 

Brian and Linda 
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Abib Update and More: April 2, 2016 

 

Dear Brethren in Christ/Messiah, 

Greetings, to you all whether you are receiving this via the Abib Update list or reading it on the website! 

Linda and I are in complete agreement that this past Passover and feast/chag of Unleavened Bread has 

been the most peaceful we have experienced since being called by the Father unto His Son. For me that 

is 37 years and for Linda 35. Many of you have expressed the very same sentiments and more to us as 

well. We have also received some very funny emails during the inspections and feast of UB this year. I 

won’t bore you with them but I do have to mention one that stands out here in my mind because I 

mentioned Linda has been a member of the body for 35 years. One lady actually wrote me and told me 

Linda was not acceptable as a witness to the barley because she is my wife. That one needs no further 

comment but I thought you would all find it pretty funny yet also sad.  

There have been several questions being asked of us over the past several weeks that need to be 

answered. By that I mean in scriptural context for some are presenting teachings which are being used 

to postpone the start of the year which have no scriptural basis. What they are founded in is what Paul 

calls “Jewish fables and commandments of men” in his instructions to Titus. Titus 1:13-14, “This 

testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, not giving heed 

to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.”  

Actually let’s spend a minute on this. I have been labeled by some as anti-Semitic of late. That is really 

funny for most do not even understand what a Semite is for they have ascribed to Judaism’s high-jacked 

version of it rather than what it truly is. A Semite is simply a descendant of Shem. If you turn to 

scriptures you will see who are actually classified as Semites in scripture. It is a good study to follow 

those lineages down to today. So I in fact would actually be anti-me then. The Hebrews are not the only 

descendants of Shem.  The point I am making here is very simple for scriptures define a “Jew” in the 

time of Christ/Messiah in many instances as one who ascribes to Judaism. Paul rejected Judaism as he 

tells us in Galatians 1: 13-15. He even describes it the same way Christ/Messiah did as “traditions of the 

fathers.” However what did Paul not reject or repudiate? Galatians 3:4-5; “though I also might have 

confidence in the flesh. If anyone else might think he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew (not a Jew after 

Judaism) of the Hebrews; concerning the law a Pharisee…” Please read the verses before and after to 

get an even deeper understanding of what I am saying here. Paul rejected Judaism and referred to 

himself as a Hebrew. Many of you who read this speak about your Hebrew roots involvement and that 

can be a good thing as long as it is not confused with Jewish fables and the traditions of men. There are 

some who do not know the difference between the two thinking they are the same thing unfortunately. 

Judaism also was never the religion of Moses as Christ/Messiah so clearly points out in scripture.  
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So am I anti-Semitic for saying such things? You will need to decide that for yourselves.  

So I promised some of you I would answer some of these specific questions after Passover and UB. 

There is a time and a place for such, and no I am not referring to one as to whether the world is flat or a 

sphere. Yes that was presented to me. Before answering them I do need to bring up some very 

important information as to the setting of the start of the year which I and others have practiced for 

some time now. You will see the value of it no doubt.  

For many years now I have been posting some pre inspection updates each year during December. 

January, and February, which are almost always weather related information. There is a reason why I do 

this as most long time recipients of the updates know. I always encourage others to do likewise for it 

really helps us to understand what is coming in the month of March. I utilize the IMS (Israel 

Meteorological Service website for it. It is invaluable as a tool so as not to be caught too far off guard. 

Here is the website: http://www.ims.gov.il/IMSEng/Tazpiot. Please put it into your favorites.  I look at it 

every day in February and every couple of days in January and December. It speaks volumes to us as to 

observations, rainfall, forecasts, moisture in the soil, etc. throughout the entirety of the land of Israel.  

Some of you who do so were harping to me it was going to be a normal year long before the end of the 

12th month whether you keep it from the 8th, 9th, or 10th of March this year. That is all fine and dandy, 

but remember, we wait on our Creator to confirm your suspicions with presenting to us the witnesses 

He has given us in creation and specifically in the Promised Land. This past cycle I posted an update on 

December 12, 2015 and February 13, 2016. They are both on the site if you wish to view them. Much of 

the focus is placed on weather conditions in the Land. We discussed the lack of rainfall in the north and 

the overabundance in the south and the temperature during the winter months of December and 

January. I did focus on how much rain “Barley Alley” was receiving which is the length of route 232 

which runs along Gaza for a lot of it. Israel had experienced some really severe cold in the Dec-Jan 

corridor of time. This all changed dramatically prior to the middle of February. The last 2/3 of the month 

experienced some very dramatic and unusually high temperatures. The IMS referred to them as 

“unseasonably high” quite often. During the last two and a half weeks of February and the first week of 

March, Israel experienced 3 periods of Sharav conditions. Those are periods of very hot, dry, windy, 

weather. That is virtually unheard of at that time of year in Israel. It was a complete reversal of the 

winter conditions experienced up to that point.  Here is an article which appeared in the Jerusalem Post 

on March 26, 2016 as to this point. 

Jerusalem Post: March 26, 2016. 

According to the IMS’s February Weather Report, released late on Tuesday, the past month was one of 

the hottest Februaries on record. It was hotter than the record-breaking February of 1941. In 

comparison to the other two hot Februaries of 1955 and 2010, this year’s was as hot or hotter in certain 

places. Nighttime temperatures, though slightly above average, were not record-breaking, however. 

 

 

http://www.ims.gov.il/IMSEng/Tazpiot
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Rainfall in the North was below average, while rainfall in the South was above average. In the North, 

rainfall amounted to only 65 percent to 80% of the average for the same time of year. At some weather 

stations in the South, such as in communities near the Gaza Strip, the lower Jordan Valley and around 

the Dead Sea, rainfall surpassed the average for the entire winter season by 110-140%. 

 

Judy Siegel contributed to this report. 

This confirms what we were watching on a daily basis on the IMS site for February. That is why some of 

you were thinking a normal year and were not surprised when in fact it turned out to be such. Now, we 

do not have a record of the 1955 conditions mentioned in the JP article above but we certainly do have 

one for 2010. I am inserting it here below at least the first day of reporting which by the way was March 

11 that year. And yes it was a normal 12 month year as well. Please compare all the reports for that year 

to this year and low and behold the same conditions existed as the week progressed.   

First Report: 3/11/2010 

 

We arrived in Israel this morning to what is probably the warmest weather we have ever experienced here 

at this time of the year. Even at the high elevations of Jerusalem we were in the 80's. 

We drove through some of the N Negev and saw a lot of fields of wheat just starting to turn in the head. 

Some fields more than others. We saw a lot of vineyards that actually had full leaves in that area and 

many were in the bud even up in higher elevations. We stopped and randomly checked some barley 

locations (self-seeded) and all of it was out of the boot with some in flowering stages, others in milk or 

worm stages, and some in the various stages of dough. Many locations with oats had already dropped 

their seed while others had not yet done so. 

We are looking forward to actually getting the inspections underway on Sunday morning. 

Some of you have been pressing me to make a proclamation as to the start of the year. Most of you know 

that is not what I am here for. Those of us who undertake the inspection process will report to you exactly 

what we find. It is up to each of you to use that information as we present it to make your own decision. 

What I or another do should not be the determining factor in what you do. The information should be used 

along with your understanding and commitment to the scriptures. 

There are many different beliefs among those who use these reports. One simple illustration is that some 

keep the new crescent, some the conjunction, and some the last visible crescent. We all have to follow our 

own understanding and conscience in such things. We who inspect just supply a service to the body. 

If we get the opportunity to do some inspections around the Old City and such tomorrow I will send out 

the results. 

One thing we can count on unless something changes drastically is that with weather like this the barley 

will mature at a rapid rate. We are looking forward to seeing what is available in the Jordan Valley and 

the Negev. 

 

Our Peace we give to you, 

 

Brian, Linda, Mike, and Mary 

Please compare all the reports from 2010 to this years and you will see many similarities and some 

identical. That should come as no surprise with the weather conditions both years for the month of 

February. The science of all this sets patterns in creation we are able to follow from year to year.  
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As we always emphasis Father Elohim influences the weather patterns in Israel to bring about the timing 

of the early harvest of grain from year to year to show us what we will be keeping as appointed times of 

meeting with Him and keeping the annual rehearsals or feasts which point to the reality of the plan of 

Salvation He has in place. He tells us in scripture time and time again He controls the weather to 

influence the outcomes He desires in many places in the Bible. Here is probably the most relevant one in 

detail. 

Deuteronomy 11:10-15, “For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt (so why do so 

many continually use it in their declarations) from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and 

watered it by foot (irrigation from the Nile River), as a vegetable garden; but the land which you cross 

over to possess is a land of hills and valleys (not flat like Egypt’s Nile growing regions) which drinks 

water from the rain of heaven, a land in which Yehovah your Elohim cares; the eyes of Yehovah your 

Elohim are ALWAYS ON IT, FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR TO THE VERY END OF 

THE YEAR. And it shall be that if you diligently obey My commandments which I command you today, 

to love Yehovah your Elohim and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then I will give 

you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your 

grain, your new wine, and your oil. And I will send grass in your fields for your livestock that you may 

eat and be filled.” 

There is no doubt in my mind that Father Elohim set the weather conditions in Israel for a normal 12 

month year to end in March in a very dramatic way. That is why we wait on our Creator from year to year 

to show us what He wants us to keep as to His moedim, His appointed times of meeting and rehearsals of 

the plan of Salvation which is depicted in the harvests in the Promised Land. That brings to mind what is 

written in Lamentations 3:25, “Yehovah is good to those who wait on Him. To the soul who seeks Him!” 

I hope this is all coming home to roost with everyone reading this update for the year. If we pay attention 

to the weather patterns and follow along with them in Israel prior to the abib inspections we will have a 

good foundation as to the expectations for the upcoming year. We then need to follow up with inspections 

to see if the Creator has provided the witnesses in creation which are referenced throughout the scriptures 

as to the start of the year are present or not for a normal year to end or a thirteenth month is to be added. 

We do not use a pre-calculated calendar for determining such things.  When we did not have the 

technology in place for determining these things accurately our Father tells us He tolerated what we came 

up with. In essence they were our own moedim or appointed times all the while telling us “He hated 

them.” 

Isaiah 1:14, “Your New Moons and Your appointed feasts My soul hates; they are a trouble (burden) to 

Me. I am weary of bearing with them.” 

Dear Brethren we are without excuse here at the end of the age. If we continue to ignore the clear patterns 

in creation that He places there for us as to keeping the feasts of the Lord/Yehovah for our own feasts, we 

are not going to be pleasing to the Father or the Son and that is not a good thing for They are selecting the 

individuals who will complete the number of the bride for the household at this time as scriptural patterns 

clearly teach us. 

Look at a promise we are given in Daniel 12:3-4, “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of 

the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever. But you Daniel, 
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shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro (seeking the word 

of Yehovah but will not find it; Amos 8:12), and knowledge shall increase.” 

The results of this are 12:10, “Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do 

wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.” 

Now to the end of the age and the process of purifying the bride, Ephesians 5:25-27, “Husbands love your 

wives, just as Christ/Messiah also loved the church and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and 

cleanse it with the washing of water by the word (of God/Elohim), that He might present it to Himself a 

glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it (we) should be holy and without 

blemish.” 

Once again dear brethren in Christ/Messiah we are without excuse here at the end of the age. Our 

Savior/Husband declares to us that we are to grow not only in His favor and acceptance but also in His 

knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). The pre-condition to all of this is very, very, important for it is not for everyone 

at this time as most of you understand for the scriptures tell us repeatedly we need to be called of the 

Father unto His Son. We also need to have repented of the part we have playing through sin as to the Son 

having to die for us, on our behalf. Then we are ready to be baptized into His name and then have hands 

laid on us and receive the gift of the holy spirit as the scriptures tell us repeatedly. As scriptures teach us it 

is impossible to understand the deep things of God/Elohim without undergoing that life changing process 

(1 Corinthians 2:10-14). 

With this basis and case presented let’s move on now to answer some of the non-scriptural based 

teachings used to postpone the start of the year by some this year.  

There are some claiming that Leviticus 2:14 can’t be applied to the wavesheaf offering. The simple 

question is; show us that in scripture. They can’t, for it comes from the tenants of Judaism and thus 

qualifies as a Jewish fable as Paul would tell us. I was sent, and did read, an explanation from one fellow 

and it was as double minded and political a case as I have ever heard for a teaching.  

Let’s look at Lev. 2:14. Please remember that the entirety of this chapter verses 1-16 are giving us very 

detailed and very specific instructions as to the grain offerings before the Lord/Yehovah right down to 

how they are to be prepared and even eaten. None of them are suggestions but rules and commandments. 

Verse 14 instructs us as to what can be actually used for all firstfruit of grain offerings, there is no 

exception anywhere else. “If you offer a grain offering (that’s all types of grain) of your FIRSTFRUITS 

to the Lord/Yehovah, you shall offer for the grain offering of your firstfruits green heads (abib #24) of 

grain roasted Qalah #7033) on the fire, grain beaten from full heads (geres #1643)” 

So here we have the rules of all firstfruit grain offerings which are to be offered to Yehovah. It is a 

thorough explanation of what is acceptable for it as to its composition. At the very least it needs to be 

QALAH ABIB. It clearly tells us that the seeds or kernels need to be able to withstand roasting and come 

from full heads or geres #1643 kernels and to which the Brown Driver Briggs tells us “a crushing or 

something that can be crushed.” Thus the obvious resulting flour from the crushed kernels.   

So from these rules given to us we can see the kernels need to be Qalah Abib, grain mature enough and 

dry enough that it can be roasted to make it hard enough to be able to crush into flour for the offering. 

This tells us that when the barley in this case, is mature enough to withstand the heat of roasting it we can 
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use it for any firstfruit grain offering we wish. There are no exceptions or exclusions, no peek a boo 

games for this is very serious business as we will see. These are laws of God/Elohim, commandments and 

rules we are to follow to the letter. We know for a fact that most grain in the 8.5 dough stage of Zadoks 

Scale for Barley is able to withstand this roasting and be ground into fine flour. We know that because 

many years ago we undertook the experiments with various maturity levels to see what the threshold was. 

At 8.5 the seed is physiologically mature enough to reproduce itself and we know that once again through 

experimentation in planting them and seeing what would germinate and what would not. At 8.5  the seed 

usually has around 20% plus or minus moisture content. So once again we have the word of God/Elohim 

combined with the science of barley growth utilized to get a very clear understanding of what we are to 

do.  

The wavesheaf offering is a first fruit offering of barley, in fact a first of the first fruit offering. Exodus 

34; 26 and 23:19 repeat to us, “The first of the firstfruits of your land (that means exactly what it says, the 

very first of the grain in all the Promised Land in this application) you shall bring into the house of the 

Lord/Yehovah your God/Elohim.” 

This is not talking about a firstfruit offering from a farmer who has a field that matures weeks later due to 

elevations and growing conditions. The wavesheaf is the first of the firstfruits of the grain harvest from 

the entirety of the Promised Land. Once again that is a command and not a suggestion from God/Elohim. 

Please do not be deceived or beguiled as to when this first of the firstfruits can be offered. Exodus 22:29, 

“You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices.” NO EXCEPTION 

ALLOWED!  

There are actually deceived men running around deceiving others on this point. They are claiming you 

can start the harvest before the wavesheaf is offered by the priest and accepted on our behalf as long as 

they do not eat of the grain. We will get to that shortly for it is a diabolically evil deception which denies 

our Savior, Christ/Messiah as our wavesheaf. We are not harvested before Him! Those who deny Him 

and who do not have the spirit of God/Elohim dwelling in them are incapable of understanding these deep 

things of God/Elohim thus we see their resulting folly and gibberish.  

Let’s wrap up scripturally what grain was and can be used for the wavesheaf offering. Are there any 

scriptural examples to illustrate this? Most of you already know where we are going to, to prove this 

point. Joshua 5:10-11. 

“So the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month, at 

twilight on the plains of Jericho (that is over 1100 hundred feet below sea level and approx. 3400 feet 

below Jerusalem which becomes very important in all things grain). And they ate the produce of the land 

(the Promised Land for they had crossed over the Jordan River) on the day after the Passover (thus the 15 

and the first day of UB) unleavened bread and parched (Qalah #7033) grain on the very same day.”  

These two verses here can and do establish a basis for many of the doctrines (as to timing) some of us 

keep for they are part of biblical patterns which instruct us; precept upon precept, line upon line, here a 

little, there a little. Here we have the very first grain being eaten on the very first day of the feast of UB 

being kept in the Promised Land the day after the very first Passover was kept in it as well by the children 

of Israel. Keep in mind Abraham was not one of the children of Israel but a grandfather or Patriarch to 

Israel. Some can confuse that at times and get carried away with winds of doctrine. Here we are being 
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told that the barley was at the minimum acceptable growth stage of Qalah or 8.5 on Zadoks Scale or it 

could not have been roasted let alone ground into flour. Let us not forget that for this to have happened 

they would have had to have offered the wavesheaf offering, the first of the firstfruits of grain from the 

Promised Land. In fact this is an enactment of the command given in Leviticus 23:10, “Speak to the 

children of Israel, and say to them: when you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest 

(they didn’t plant it which is very important to dispel one of the arguments), then you shall bring a sheaf 

of the firsrtfruits of your harvest to the priest.” 

That is exactly what they were required to do in Joshua 5:11 or they could not have eaten it as per 

Leviticus 23:14 and the requirement they could not withhold a firstfruit offering. Lots more could be said 

here but let’s stay the course. 

Some are claiming that this could not have happened because Israel did not plant the crop themselves. 

Where is that requirement to be found in Lev 23 or for that matter anywhere else? They were deeded 

ownership to them by God/Elohim Himself.  He gave them the land and everything in it. Genesis 15:7; 

28:4 and Leviticus 20:24 are as clear as a sunny day with no humidity. Then add to that the very specifics 

of Deuteronomy 6:10-11 and Joshua 24:13 and you are without excuse in proclaiming this doctrine of 

they had to plant it themselves. Joshua 24:13 stated, “I have given you a land for which you did not labor, 

and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves 

which you did not plant.” End of discussion! 

Now let’s address the whole subject from scripture and the plan of Salvation as to when the early, the 

barley harvest, could start. Please keep in mind I am not picking on anyone in undertaking this but I will 

very clearly state why some do not understand these things as I have already and will continue to do. On 

this point many have asked me what ever happened to the relationship Nehemia and I used to have many 

years ago. We were very good friends. I have only explained it to a few people, there are few who 

understand why it was necessary to separate. And yes I did the separating. My first contact with Nehemia 

came when he emailed me back in 2000 or so. He had apparently read my writings on the calendar and 

wanted to know where I got my understanding from for it was very similar to what he understood. Neither 

of us had ever studied together but came up with virtually the same understandings. He did not know 

about me and I did not know about him. As our conversations went on he invited me to join him in Israel 

so we could conduct barley inspections. I took him up on this. I was also completely unaware of others in 

the body that had also come to the same calendar understandings as the two of us had. I ended up meeting 

them in Israel the first year we conducted the inspections together which was 2002. Gerald and Michael 

from England were representatives of others there who also shared the same in common. Also Angie from 

Michigan. We spent a lot of time together over the next two years studying many doctrines. It was all 

very rewarding for the most part. I met a few other Karaites who were with Nehemia and of course his 

wife Devorah who was a mainstay of all the work we did there. She was very special to the entire process 

being successful. For the record there were more believing Christians than believing Karaites at that time 

and that number has geometrically increased regardless of what delusion of grandeur you may be hearing. 

There is a lot of empty bravado floating around these days as to when it all started and who was involved 

but let us maintain the high road in those matters for they are not unto salvation. 

Now the main reason for separation. One afternoon when Nehemia, Angie, and I were sitting in the hotel 

room having a good conversation Angie asked Nehemia out of nowhere; do you belief Christ/Messiah 
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was a false prophet? Nehemia paused for about 20 seconds thinking and replied yes I do think he was a 

false prophet. We all then continued in the discussion we were previously having. There have been times 

I wished I had not heard the question or the answer. However all things happen for a reason. It was some 

time after that I watched my friend start to merchandise my Savior in collaboration with others whom I 

refer to as the mixed multitude. I know many of the reasons why such undertakings were enacted, most as 

to follow the money, and some sort of prestige not service, but there were other motivators which were 

evil to the core. They disturbed me. I could no longer avoid the very clear scriptures which commanded 

me that I had to separate myself from Nehemia. The second epistle of John verses 9-11 is just the tip of 

the iceberg as to the required actions I needed to take. I included it in my summation for this year and 

have been labeled anti-Semitic by some. There is a lot more I could include as to my evaluation process to 

obey the scriptures but I have maintained the high ground over the years and keep them to myself. So now 

that I may have satisfied that nagging curiosity of many let’s move on to the scriptures and the start of the 

harvest from the entirety of the bible and just not part of it.  

We have already covered the commands pertaining to the first of the firstfruits grain offering and the 

simple biblical command and fact it was not to be delayed to be offered. That in itself should set the stage 

that the harvest can’t begin until it is offered but let’s put layer upon layer to close the loop. A good spot 

to start building upon the commands we have already covered is in Leviticus 23.  

In verse 11 we are told this wavesheaf of the firstfruits of barley was to be accepted on our behalf; “He 

shall wave the sheaf before the Lord/Yehovah, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath 

(#7676 weekly Sabbath just as what took place in Joshua 5:10) the priest shall wave it.” In my 

understanding this then refers to the first day of the week for God/Elohim only named the 7
th
 day and no 

other day. It is the benchmark as to numbering the others just as in creation week, days 1-6 and then the 

Sabbath or 7
th
 day. The day given for the offering is the day after the Sabbath. I see some argue this one 

until they are turning purple but let’s move on here and give evidence as to what I have just concluded.  

In verse 14 we are given the following command built on top of what we have read above and established 

in scripture to date in this update. “You shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain until the 

same day that you have brought an offering to your God/Elohim; a statute forever throughout your 

generations in all your dwellings.” There are some who are claiming we can harvest the grain but just not 

eat it thus they can delay wavesheaf offering day a month later than it should be. This is said in spite of 

the scriptural command that we in fact can’t delay it. But that is just the beginning of the command, here 

comes the rest. Do not lose sight of the fact that the reason given for this command here in 14 means just 

because a qualified sheaf was being transported to the priest did not allow the field to be harvested and 

thus consumed before the priest actually waved the sheaf on our behalf. This continued to emphasis the 

sanctity of the sheaf and the offering of the first of the firstfruits of grain.  

Verse 15, “And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath (verse 11 again), from the 

day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.” There are a lot 

of crazy arguments which blow around this verse as well. Some say it is talking about just seven groups 

of days which could start at any given point in the week. There are more but we will forgo the waste of 

brain cells on them. To me this is very clear and is right on the mark with the scriptural pattern we will 

continue with shortly but first the start of this count and what it consists of. The word for Sabbath used 

here is once again #7676 not #7677 Shabbaton. So we are talking about 7 actual 7
th
 days here as in 
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Sabbaths. The NKJ translation does not do the Hebrew justice here. Completed here is #8549 which is 

translated often as; complete, sound, full, and perfect. In the original grammar of the Hebrew texts the 

word Tamyim appears immediately after the word Sabbaths.  

The JP Green Interlinear translated the verse as such; “And you shall number to you from the next day 

after the Sabbath, from the day you bring in the sheaf of the wave offering; they shall be seven perfect 

Sabbaths.”  

Some insist the word #7676 can be translated week as well. No difference. Where in the scriptures do you 

find the definition for a perfect week? Only one folks! Creation week in which it starts on day 1 and ends 

on day 7 which God/Elohim called the Sabbath. That is a perfect, a sound, a full, a complete week with no 

other configuration of days being acceptable. So we are given a count of 49 days consisting of 7 Sabbaths 

which is also 7 complete or perfect weeks. Then in verse 16 we are instructed to add another day, the 50
th
 

day, and we then have what is called in scripture the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Firstfruits (wheat), and 

Pentecost. So here we see the count of seven weeks unto Pentecost starting on the first day of the week 

the day after the Sabbath as we are clearly instructed here in several verses.  

You may ask what does this have to do with the price of eggs as my grandmother used to like to throw 

into a discussion. A whole lot as to the pattern in scripture! This 7 week count started immediately with 

the offering of the wavesheaf. What else started at that time as well? Do not lose sight of all the 

commands to date and to the example in Joshua when they first came into the Land.  

Deuteronomy 16 gives us another very clear account of this same time frame with added instructions. 

Remember here a little there a little, precept upon precept, line upon line. We are all very familiar with 

this account of the Passover and days of UB. It follows the same pattern established in Leviticus 23 as to 

them. It also has the same 7 weeks included in it as well and gives even more details about it. Verses 9-

10, “You shall count seven weeks for yourself; Begin to count the seven weeks from the time you begin 

the sickle to the grain then you shall keep the Feast of Weeks to the Lord/Yehovah your God/Elohim…” 

This is exactly the very same time frame talked about in Leviticus 23, the very same 7 perfect Sabbaths or 

weeks leading up to Pentecost. Forgive my foolishness here but only one completely devoid of reason 

could argue otherwise let alone being devoid of the spirit of God/Elohim. 

Now let me apply the hope which is in me as commanded in 1 Peter 3:13-17 in this subject at hand, that 

being the start of the new year based on the scriptural pattern and the science our Creator has made clear 

to us in creation. “And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even 

if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake: blessed, do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. But 

sanctify the Lord God/Yehovah Elohim in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 

who asked you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness (not weakness) and fear; having a good 

conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in 

Christ/Messiah may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God/Elohim, to suffer for doing good 

than for doing evil.” 

So for those of you who share in the baptism of Christ /Messiah and who understand such things of the 

plan of Salvation let me tell you about all this and the hope which is in me. I firmly believe that my Lord 

and Savior, the Christ/Messiah is the first of the firstfruit offering, the wavesheaf of the barley harvest and 
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was accepted on my behalf just as He was the Passover Lamb of the Fathers household and died on my 

behalf. One represents the payment for sin and the other the promise of the resurrection and much more. 

Some examples of Him are 1 Corinthians 15:20, “But now Christ/Messiah is risen (at the end of the 

Sabbath and start of wavesheaf day) and has become the firstfruit of those who have fallen asleep.” Verse 

23 the order of it; “But each one in his own order: first Christ/Messiah the firstfruit, afterwards those of 

Christs/Messiah’s at His coming.” Romans 8:29, “For who He foreknew, He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  Colossians 

1:15 and 18; “He is the image of the invisible God/Elohim, the firstborn over all creation. And He is the 

Head of the Church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence.” 

Dear brethren in Christ/Messiah, it is impossible for those who reject our Savior to have a clear 

understanding of such things. That is not a slight but a scriptural fact. To say that the wavesheaf, our 

Savior can be delayed to be offered on our behalf, and that the early harvest can start and be finished is so 

anti plan of Salvation it goes beyond words. The Christ/Messiah needs to have the preeminence in all 

things as the first of the firstfruit of the Father. Without Him being accepted on our behalf, remember He 

was sin free, there would be no harvest of the saints. That is so imbedded in the plan of Salvation for 

those of us who have been granted the wisdom to understand these deep things of God/Elohim it is 

disgusting for me to see brethren falling for a lie on such a critical doctrine of our faith and calling. It is 

nothing more than a blatant evil attempt to once again deny Christ/Messiah as our Savior and as the Son 

of the Father by our adversary and his mixed multitude.  

Once again brethren 1 Kings 18:21, “And Elijah came to all the people and said, how long will you falter 

between two opinions? If the Lord/Yehovah is God/Elohim, follow Him, but if Baal, follow him. But the 

people answered him not a word.” 

Our Savior warns us that even the elect could be led astray. Do not let anyone or anything steal your 

crown! We hope you have a joyous and wonderful count to Pentecost. 

Our peace we give to you. 

Brian and Linda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi Folks, 

Some who would claim dominion over our faith are insisting that we cherry pick heads 
out of little clumps of barley to make it appear that we have entire fields ready. How did 
we know such a stupid, vain, and evil claim would be coming forth! There is no guile in 
what we report for that would be a sin. Please enjoy the video of this mornings aviv field 
below. How many acres do you think this is? Listen to the aviv barley stalks snapping as 
they are being stepped on. 

 



 

 

 

 

April 10, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

 

Hoping things are well with you all. For many of us we are into the start of the 3rd week in the count to 

Pentecost. Some have various ways of counting and I am not sure of where you may be in your count 

but hoping you are being blessed in what you have chosen to do as well as those who may be keeping 

the year starting in April.  

For those of you who are going to be keeping the FOT in September we would like to hear from you if 

you have a site being set up. As well we would like to know if anyone is interested in hosting a site 

where others can attend or for that matter willing to assist in setting up a site. 

Many of you who receive this abib update are asking about sites in various counties. It has never been 

our focus to assist in getting this type of information out but due to the circumstances this year we will 

do all we can to assist in bringing brethren together for the FOT.  

If you have a site in the works or are just looking for one to spend the feast I suggest you contact Peter 

Cross to list it or look for a site you may want to visit. Peter does a good job of listing many, many, sites 

for the FOT and for that matter lists those for Passover/UB as well. His website is http://www.7th-

day.info/Pages/default.aspx. I’m sure he won’t mind me mentioning it here. 

The sooner we have any input from any of you the better for then we can start putting places and 

people together. Once we hear from you we can discuss how you would want to proceed.  

Thanks, 

 

Brian and Linda  

PS: We will be making the effort to set up a coalition for inspections for next year. Many have asked 

about such an undertaking and have already committed to it. We will post information on how it all may 

play out in the near future. We can give you our assessment of what we think will be happening at that 

time. If the year is going to be intercalated, which based on all our experience and the pattern set since 

2005 it should be. If that is the case we would have a wonderful opportunity to get together in the Land 

towards the end of March. There would be barley in every state of growth past the flowering stage to be  

http://www.7th-day.info/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.7th-day.info/Pages/default.aspx


handled and evaluated. All the signs in creation as to the turn of the year should be well represented. It 

would be an incredible learning experience and would bolster the growth in knowledge of the Body of 

Christ/Messiah.  

Of course we will be following everything as we normally do for the end of the 12th month in February. 

We wait on our Creator to confirm all these things but planning must occur prior to setting things in 

motion. Lots to come on this in the future and of course all of it God/Elohim willing 
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The Error of Cain and Jeroboam 

 

April 23, 2016 

Dear Brethren in Christ/Messiah, 

We are hoping that your count to Pentecost/Feast of Weeks is going well. We do understand 

the reality however that we have an adversary and that we are engaged in a battle with unseen 

forces. We also know all too well that the prince of the power of the air is able to deceive men 

to conduct his bidding. It at times may seem like the deck is stacked against us but nothing can 

be further from the truth. Our Savior dealt our adversary a humiliating defeat when He himself 

was in the flesh just like us, and He has promised He will never leave nor forsake us. What an 

uplifting promise and reality. With His and the Fathers spirit in us, we are never going to go 

down for the count. That can only happen if we allow ourselves to fall victim to the constant 

arrows flung by satan in our direction to test our faith and hope in Christ/Messiah. 

As we have moved along through the inspection process this year and all the subsequent 

questions and answers it has become strikingly clear that many in society today have been 

separated from understanding basic agricultural cycles, patterns, and facts. This is obviously 

one of the downfalls of our modern era and no doubt part of a clever design based on satan’s 

desire to separate mankind from it through the conveniences of technology and the resulting 

consumerism. It is sad to see so many folks who are even devoid of the relationships which 

meteorological conditions have on growing anything that comes from the earth.  

It is also obvious to me that this is the fundamental reason why many do not comprehend the 

Biblical commands and patterns about the first of the firstfruits offering and its timing relevant 

to the plan of salvation, and in fact to the offering and acceptance of our Savior on our behalf. 

Some have difficulty tying them together in a substantive and meaningful and factual way. Add 

to this the desire of some men (who actually claim to be leaders in the body) to amass a 

following unto themselves (instead of directing them to the Father and the Son who actually 

have the oil for sale) and their unfettered ability to deceive, just like their father (as Christ/ 

Messiah pointed out) and we have a grim situation in the lives of brethren who have been 

called of Father Elohim unto His Son.  

We can add to this those who are devoid of the spirit of God/Elohim (who in fact do not claim 

to be of the body) who are actively trying to sabotage the body of Christ/Messiah and turn 

them to a dead religion devoid of Father Elohim and His Son. This year we have experienced a 

lot of that with an open ended amount of “bait and switch” tactics taking place to upend many 

brethren. These are the actions of men who crave attention and praises of others. There are no 
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limits to the ends they will employ to satisfy those lusts of the flesh. There are many “bait and 

switch” tactics I could address from this year but I wish to only focus on one; a very big one 

however. It is centered around the law, command, judgment, and statute about the first of the 

firstfruit, which is to be presented to God/Elohim by the Priest in the house of God/Elohim. 

Please keep in mind what the second covenant scriptures term as the house of God/Elohim for 

it is central to all our understanding as to how we apply the first covenant scriptural patterns to 

the second covenant rehearsals (moedim/feasts) and commands.  

In answering the questions of some this past year I have made an effort to explain to them that 

the pattern and significance to the plan of Salvation of the first of the firstfruit offering has 

been in place since the very beginning with the creation of mankind. It is a physical command 

and pattern depicting a spiritual reality to come, and in fact did come, with the appearance of 

the Word/Christ/Messiah as the only begotten of the Father. To deny this physical command 

and pattern in scripture and thus in agriculture is the desire of satan the devil for it in fact is 

used by him to deny our Savior Christ/Messiah.  

I am not going to spend much time on proving from scripture that Christ/Messiah is our 

wavesheaf, the first of the firstfruits to be raised from the dead on our behalf, for I am 

assuming most can do that on their own and in fact have done so often. So let us cover the start 

of the firstfruit offering from the very beginning after man’s creation and the resulting inclusion 

into the commands given to Israel at Mt. Sinai. When I state we will start in Genesis 4:2-7 it has 

drawn a chuckle from some until they actually read it for what it is.  

NKJ translation: “Then she bore again, this time a brother Abel, now Abel was a keeper of 

sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain 

brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord/Yehovah. Abel also brought, of the 

firstlings of his flocks and of their fat. And the Lord/Yehovah respected Abel and his offering, 

but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.  

So the Lord/Yehovah said to Cain, why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If 

you do well, will you not be accepted! And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its 

desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 

We see here that God/Elohim has instructed Cain that his actions in this matter will lead to sin. 

What actions were being addressed here? Are we talking about his fallen countenance and 

anger or what precipitated that? He had not yet murdered Abel so that is not what precipitated 

it. It is all centered around Cain’s unacceptable offering as opposed to Abel’s acceptable one. 

Both involved firstfruits; one from the fruit of the ground, and the other from the flock.  

Let us read it again from the JP Green Interlinear Bible:  “And she continued to bear his brother, 

Abel. And Abel became a shepherd of flocks. And Cain became a tiller of the ground. And in the 
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end of days, it happened that Cain brought an offering to Yehovah from the fruit of the ground. 

And Abel brought, he also, from the firstlings of his flocks, even from their fat. And Yehovah 

looked to Abel and his offering. And He did not look to Cain and his offering…”  

I am sure many of your minds are jumping right into this. We are being instructed in firstfruit 

offerings to God/Elohim here and what is acceptable and what is not. If you personally don’t 

think so you might as well stop right here and save yourself the grief of reading any further. 

Abel’s offering was acceptable, Cains was not. Why? Look at what is added by the Creator in 

describing Cain’s unacceptable firstfruit offering. “And at the end of days, it happened that Cain 

brought an offering to Yehovah…”and “And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain 

brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord/Yehovah.” 

Dear brethren, this should be screaming at us! So how do we know we are talking about a 

firstfruit offering here? Because it is contrasted with Abel’s firstlings of the flock offerings and 

even the fat.  Abel’s was acceptable because of the timing and quality. Cain’s was not and 

God/Elohim clearly tells us why. Because he brought it when he wanted to, and in actuality “at 

the end of days.” End of what days? Obviously after the days of the harvest of it. If it were 

other than a firstfruit offering it would probably have been accepted by God/Elohim as a 

regular fruit of the ground offering. This is all real simple.  Look at the language used here to 

transmit the disgust our Creator Had for all this, “it came to pass…” and “it happened that Cain 

brought…” What an attitude problem Cain must have had. 

Cain brought his firstfruit offering when he felt like it. We need to apply this to the deception 

being fostered on the brethren that one can bring a firstfruit offering to the house of God at the 

end of the days of the harvest. What a terrible lie and deed has taken place this year to so many 

who want to do the right thing. To think one can bring a first of the firstfruit offering to the 

priest at the house of God/Elohim after one has harvested the grain crop but has not eaten of it 

is diabolical and right out of satans play book. It will be completely unacceptable to the Father 

just as Cain’s was.  

To make sure Israel did not entertain any such cavalier attitudes and actions the Creator gave 

them very specific commands at Mount Sinai to follow. We have stressed them over and over 

this past inspection cycle. Many saw them for what they were; commands, judgments, laws, 

and statutes to be followed. Unfortunately many others did not.   

Exodus 23:19, “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the 

Lord/Yehovah your God/Elohim.” 

Exodus 34:26, “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house of the 

Lord/Yehovah your God/Elohim.”  
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It was repeated to Israel for emphasis! Now when did they do this? Exodus 22:29, “YOU SHALL 

NOT DELAY TO OFFER THE FIRST OF YOUR RIPE PRODUCE AND YOUR JUICES.” 

The first of the firstfruits of any agricultural product was included in this command and brought 

immediately to the Lord/Yehovah. Let’s be abundantly clear what is being brought, “the first of 

your RIPE produce and juices.”  

The Son of God/Elohim gave us this same sense of urgency when talking about the spiritual 

example of the harvest of the kingdom in Mark the fourth chapter. He even gave us a short 

explanation as to the growth process of grain which is identical to what we follow in the Zadok 

Scale for barley.  Mark 4:29, “But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come.”  

These are all very clear commands and patterns pertaining to the first of the firstfruit grain 

offering which is called the wavesheaf offering. When bringing this offering to the priest in the 

House of God/Elohim it must be brought immediately upon the grain ripening. There must be 

no delay regardless of what deceptive doctrine is put forth. This is such a simple biblical and 

agricultural command to follow. One does not need the spirit of God/Elohim leading him to 

understand the simplicity of it. There is no excuse whatsoever to not follow it. This is the simple 

doctrine we use to understand which month the Creator identifies as the start of the year, the 

biblical year, from year to year. There is no mathematically, pre-calculated, lack of faith, 

methodology used by God/Elohim to proclaim this to us. To actively deny the Creators simple 

method of observation is to outwardly deny the spiritual symbolism attached to it.  It is used to 

show us when the Creator wants us to keep His annual rehearsals of meeting with Him which 

explain to us the plan of Salvation. To disregard it is to follow the error of Cain, and sin (the 

devil) is waiting at the door for us to do so. He is a master at guile and deceit and uses scripture 

out of context to do so just like he attempted to do when he was trying to tempt 

Christ/Messiah in the wilderness. 

The terms of the second covenant explain to us what we are becoming in the process of our 

calling, and who and what the other components of it are. They are in some respects the reality 

of the replicas of the Levitical priesthood under the sons of Aaron. The scriptures repeatedly tell 

us that under the second covenant we have a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. They 

identify Him through many names but the world knows Him as Jesus in mainstream Christianity. 

How do we fit into this? In a very big way and a very humble way! We are to be faithful 

witnesses and more. 

Revelation 1:5-6, “And from Jesus Christ/Messiah, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 

dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth, to Him who loved us and washed us from our 
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sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him, glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

We must not be deceived or beguiled into following a false witness. We have a true and faithful 

witness to the scriptures in Christ/Messiah our Savior who is working in us to do as He did and 

to have the ability to understand the scriptural patterns and commands when others can’t. We 

are not to follow the purveyances of Judaism. Remember Paul who once excelled in them refers 

to them as Jewish Fables. Look how Peter put it in such perfect order and clarity.  

1 Peter 2: 4-10, “Coming to Him as a living stone, rejected indeed by men (Judaism), but chosen 

by God/Elohim; precious, you also as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God/Elohim through Jesus 

Christ/Messiah. Therefore it is also contained in the scripture, behold, I lay in Zion a chief 

cornerstone, elect, precious, and He who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame. 

Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient (disbelieving), 

the stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone, and a stone of 

stumbling and a rock of offense. They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they 

were also (once) appointed. But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of 

God/Elohim, who had not obtained mercy but have now obtained mercy.” 

Dear Brethren, with such incredible truths as these it amazes me that those who are called of 

the Father can look to men who are followers of Judaism for their spiritual direction. It is 

completely unbiblical. The words could not be any clearer. They were once appointed to 

understand and defend the scriptures but fell from favor and acceptance when they rejected 

the commandments of God/Elohim for their own traditions and thus because of them reject the 

Son of God/Elohim as the Messiah.  

This past year I have heard some really wild defenses for doing so, that is for following the 

proclamations and teachings of men who are under Judaism. Please do not be fooled, beguiled, 

or deceived; Judaism is Judaism regardless of the sect. I have heard from some this year that 

the Karaite sect are the descendants of the priesthood from the time of Christ/Messiah. What a 

whopper of a Jewish fable that one is. If they are, they should convert to true Christianity after 

the example of their supposed predecessors. By that I mean the Christianity of the scriptures 

and not the mainstream worldly version. Why do I say this?  

Acts 6:7, “And the word of God/Elohim spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”  
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Let me stop here for a moment and address a very serious and deadly evil thing which is 

happening in parts of the body to some of its members. There is a tolerance, acceptance, etc. of 

some in the body to not only befriend but to accept instructions from those who profess 

antichrist teachings. I am qualified to address this for I have firsthand understanding of it and 

have allowed it to some extent many years ago to influence my thinking to some extent. I have 

since repented of that and any part I may have had in exposing this toxic spiritual virus to the 

body of Christ/Messiah. I have many Jewish friends and colleges in life. None of them attempt 

to convert me to their beliefs and neither do I to mine. However that is not the case with those 

who use the camouflage of the Karaite sect to beguile men and women of the body into 

renouncing our Savior in public. This also goes for the mixed multitude which gleefully 

accompanies them. Unfortunately some of you think it is somehow godly to entertain them, 

hold out the hand of friendship to them, bestow honor upon them, and invite them and their 

evil actions into the flock, into the house of the Father. That is a stupidity beyond measure. Let 

me explain to you how this has affected some of the brothers and sisters who once walked with 

us in the body of Christ/Messiah just in case you are ignorant of the true intentions and actions 

of these purveyors of antichrist behavior and beliefs. Brothers and sisters have been beguiled 

and deceived into converting to Karaism a sect of Judaism. They have publically renounced 

Christ/Messiah as their personal Savior as part of the ritual. They have put Him to a public 

shame! 

Let me remind everyone in the faith once delivered and under the terms of the second 

covenant what the outcome of such a thing is through the words of the apostle Paul as found in 

Hebrews 6:4-6, “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the 

heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the holy spirit, and have tasted the good word of 

God/Elohim and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to 

repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God/Elohim and put Him to an 

open (public) shame.” 

That is the ultimate end of some of the members of the body who have followed the pied piper 

of the angel of light. They have openly rejected and turned their backs publically to 

Christ/Messiah as their savior, to convert publically to Karaism. They commit the unpardonable 

sin as Paul so clearly instructs us here in Hebrews and elsewhere.  There is nothing “innocent or 

friendly” in these undertakings of the minions of the angel of light as they infect the body. Their 

father is a murderer and a liar and has been from the beginning, yet somehow men who 

profess to be leaders in the body extend friendship and acceptance to these filthy, evil men 

who come as wolves in sheep’s clothing. Their purpose is to separate the sheep from the flock. 

That is stupidity and reckless behavior beyond comprehension. If you have fallen for it initially 

you need to repent of it and draw your spiritual sword against it to protect others in the body. 

We are commanded to expose any and all darkness for what it truly is. These purveyors of 
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antichrist teachings and philosophies are not to be toyed with in any way, shape, or form. They 

have neither the Father nor the Son as scripture teaches us and warns us regardless of what 

they say.  

1 John 2:22-23, “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ/Messiah! He is 

antichrist, who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the 

Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 

2 John 9-11, “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ/Messiah does 

not have God/Elohim. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ/Messiah has both the Father and 

the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your 

house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” 

That dear brethren is abundantly clear and the scriptural command as to why I no longer 

associate with, and never will again in anything that these purveyors of evil do. It does not 

matter how harmless it may appear. There are no exceptions to the command. We as the bride 

of Christ/Messiah need to wake up to such things while there is still time. Our slumbering and 

sleeping to such obvious antichrist undertakings needs to end! The hour is near that we have 

been waiting for, that we have been called by the Father to, that we have been training for. This 

is all very personal but we are also our brother’s keeper.  

Scripture after scripture warns us about the allure of the fables of men from a religion which 

has rejected the Son of the Father and the plan of Salvation. We are to be looking to our High 

Priest after the order of Melchizedek. He is the one who represents us in the house of 

God/Elohim. In fact we are told we are a living Temple for we have the spirit of God/Elohim 

dwelling in us not some building made of wood and stone. We are being trained to be true and 

faithful witnesses, who are being developed into priests before Father Elohim, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a special people, a chosen generation who are obedient to the word 

and not look to those who have stumbled, who once were also appointed but have stumbled 

and become disobedient with their rejecting of the commandments and the very Son of the 

Father, Christ/Messiah. He was the final test for them and they stumbled miserably in most 

cases and still do.  

So with this said we find many brethren this year following prognosticators of this disobedient 

and unbelieving religious system. They, many brethren in the body, have taken them unto 

themselves as a priesthood which is not a priesthood and have changed times and seasons to 

draw us away from the true priestly order and the true spiritual sacrifices we are to be making 

through the one and only High Priest in the house of the Father. This pattern is nothing new 

however. When the Kingdom of Israel was divided in two, similar events happened. Jeroboam 

took the 10 northern tribes and split from Judah and Benjamin after the death of Solomon. He 
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did not want the people who followed him to return to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple 

during the commanded feasts/Chag of the Lord/Yehovah, so what did he do? He created two 

places in the territories of the northern tribes and set up golden calf’s and presented them as 

their gods, with Yehovah having no part in it. But he did not stop there for he had a cunning 

plan which needed to be initiated. He then separated the people from the Levites who were the 

basis of the priesthood under the first covenant scriptures and replaced them with anyone who 

wanted to be a priest, all the want-to-be’s. Not done yet however, for he then declared a 

festival system one month later than it was supposed to be. He started with the feast of 

Tabernacles in the 8th month instead of the 7th. Is there any doubt when we read how Isaiah 

addresses these worthless undertakings of men as to one of the chief reasons God/Elohim says 

what He says in Isaiah 1:14, “Your new moons (primarily the one used to start the year) and 

your appointed feasts (not Mine) My soul hates: they are a trouble to Me, I am weary of 

bearing them.” 

Yes He is weary of bearing them and His patience is wearing out with His people, His chosen 

generation, who were not a people but who are now a people, the spiritual people of 

God/Elohim. We, all of us who are called by the Father, and chosen by the Son to be a part of 

His body, to be one with Him and Him alone in this marriage covenant must never let another 

come between us and our Husband/Savior. We are our brother’s keeper and our works should 

show that. Do we sit around idle while such diabolical events as all this take place or do we put 

on our spiritual armor and defend those who are in need of it. We need to open our spiritual 

eyes to what is truly taking place here, and not be acting like some silly, foolish, pollyannaish 

school girls as the saying goes. This is a matter of life and death. We are given clear choices in it 

all. Please keep in mind that it is applied to each in his own time, so let us be praying always for 

the brethren regardless of how they are placed in the body. We are our brother’s keepers and 

will be judged by our own actions. If we see the wolf at the door and fail to warn the others in 

the household we are guilty of the deeds he will be committing.   

 

Our peace we give to you. 

 

 

 

 

 



May 7, 2016 

Its official! The IMS has reported on the monthly temperatures for February, March, and 
April in Israel and most importantly in the 3 major grain growing regions: the Coastal 
Plain, Negev, and Jezreel Valley. All have set new monthly average records for heat. 
There is no doubt as to when the Biblical Year started this year. It was after sunset on 
March 10th. Our Creator who controls the weather has made it abundantly clear. That 
certainly places the festivals of the 7th month in September. 

 



May 8, 2016 

Hi Folks, 

Many of you have been requesting any pictures and updated information as to if the 
wheat will be ready by May 15th for a firstfruit offering. I have responded to many of you 
with info but thought I would do so for everyone. 

 

Wheat has actually been being harvested for several weeks already. Yet there are 
some who are posting articles and such stating that is not the case. Denial is a sad 
thing to watch but part of the guile being expounded on this year. For those of you 
keeping a March start the attached article should be of value. Technically or biblically 
the wheat should not be harvested until the firstfruit offering is made on Pentecost/Feast 
of Weeks/Feast of Harvest/Feast of Firstfruit. You can choose the name. It has four; 
because of all the things which are included in this wonderful day of rehearsal of future 
events. 

 

Anyway pictures are worth thousands of words. Lara sent this very lengthy article to me 
today. I will share it rather than the other ones for it is so thorough and loaded with 
pictures. The wheat crop is very dry due to the past 3 months of record setting 
temperature. I can't imagine any still standing for a June 12th firstfruit offering let alone 
a harvest to follow. 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/features/1.717615 

 

Brian and Linda 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/features/1.717615


"Thus said יהוה, “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the 
good way is, and walk in it; and find rest for yourselves. But they said, ‘We do not 

walk in it.’"	
Jeremiah 6:16 

 
Rivkah Biderman, Galilee, Israel	

	
Since	I	have	had	the	highly	unusual	opportunity	and	blessing	to	walk	out	the	Spring	
Feasts	this	year	by	observing	the	wild	grains	in	Israel	(specifically,	the	barley	and	
wheat)	in	their	relation	to	the	Bible	and	its	calendar,	I	thought	it	good	to	bear	record	
of	the	events	as	I	travelled	through	the	season	being	their	observer.	
	
The	day	my	journey	began	was	a	particularly	difficult	day.			It	was	a	day	of	sorrow	
and	heaviness	concerning	many	things	that	touched	my	life.		It	was	a	time	of	
questioning	why	I	was	living	here	in	Israel	and	doing	seemingly	nothing	in	service	to	
the	Father	other	than	sharing	a	few	news-related	posts	on	Facebook	and	the	
occasional	Bible	study	I	shared	on	the	internet	(which	things	I	could	have	done	from	
any	location	with	infrastructure	on	the	planet,	so	why	am	I	here?).		It	had	been	
almost	a	year	since	I	came	to	live	in	the	Land,	and	I	felt	ungrounded	in	my	
surroundings,	and	fruitless.			
	
I	left	the	house	to	walk,	cry,	and	complain	to	Yah.			“Father,	Your	temple	or	body	is	so	
fractured.		Your	children	are	not	in	agreement.		They	take	messages,	sermons,	
teachings,	books	and	videos	of	men	in	preference	to	learning	from	You	and	spending	
time	in	Your	word	with	You”	
	
“Why	am	I	here?”	I	cried.	“What	am	I	supposed	to	be	doing?		If	I’m	doing	what	
You’ve	called	me	to	do,	please	give	me	peace.		Did	You	bring	me	here	to	only	keep	
and	clean	house?		That’s	ok,	but	I	need	to	know…I	need	to	feel	peace.”	
	
It	was	the	13th	of	March,	2016,	when	I	walked	around	our	village	seeking	the	
Father’s	voice.		As	I	left	the	street	we	live	on,	I	had	a	thought	that	maybe	there	would	
be	barley	on	some	of	the	vacant	land	in	our	village.		I	was	curious	about	the	barley	
because	of	its	tie	to	the	new	year	in	the	Bible.	The	twelfth	Biblical	month	had	ended	
a	few	days	earlier,	and	the	groups	that	had	examined	the	barley	in	Israel	had	come	
to	two	different	conclusions	about	the	year’s	start.	I	walked	half	a	block	and	crossed	
into	an	empty	field	that	set	on	the	edge	of	the	ridge,	and	there	found	a	cache	of	wild	
barley.		Later,	I	would	understand	that	barley	on	ridges	wasn’t	for	harvesting—
ridges	are	for	grazing.			But,	in	that	moment,	something	was	born	in	my	spirit.	Of	all	
things,	it	was	a	love	and	passion	for	wild	barley.				
	
I	had	already	been	taking	part	with	a	group	of	people	that	observe	the	western	sky	
at	sunset	every	twenty-nine	to	thirty	days,	in	an	attempt	to	sight	the	new	moon	
sliver.		We	wait	and	watch	for	the	first	visible	appearing	of	the	moon	after	
conjunction	each	lunar	cycle—which	appearance,	marks	the	new	month.		By	two	or	



more	witnesses	(and	in	our	modern	technology:	by	two	or	more	photos),	the	
beginning	of	a	new	month	is	declared	from	the	land	of	Israel.				
	
	
	

	
New	Moon	Sliver	New	Year,	March	10,	2016	5:50	P.M.	Poriya	Ilit.	Israel	

	
FACEBOOK POST - MARCH 10  In our village we see so many signs of Spring. We saw 
the storks gathering today and soaring in the high winds. The lemon and orange trees in 
our village fill the air with the most delicious perfume. You can smell it everywhere. The 
fig trees are wearing little figs the size of big marbles. The barley fields are starting to 
show pale yellowish patches. The mourning doves have begun to call each other. Spring 
is knocking at the door and the temperature is just perfect. It's going to be a great 
Shabbat to be out and enjoy the signs of Spring tomorrow. I hope yours is as lovely as 
mine will be. Shabbat Shalom. (I later learned I had been seeing wheat fields, not 
barley.)	
	
	
The	new	moon	was	seen	on	March	10,	2016,	but	there	was,	and	is,	so	much	division	
on	when	the	New	Year	was	supposed	to	start	according	to	the	understanding	given	
in	the	Scriptures.		Some	of	the	body	of	Messiah	are	following	the	rabbinical	dates	
established,	in	part,	by	Hillel	II.		Some	are	looking	to	another	Jewish	source	who	
claim	to	be	Scripturalists	devoid	of	rabbinical	influences.		Where	was	the	voice	for	
the	believers	in	Messiah?		What	influence	does	believing	in	Messiah	have	on	the	
Scriptures	that	were	given	concerning	the	new	year?		Aren’t	the	feasts	a	
foreshadowing	of	Messiah?		Even	the	first	day	of	the	biblical	month,	the	new	moon,	
is	a	feast	day.		And	a	new	moon	is	one	of	the	determiners	for	the	new	year.	
	
How	is	this	tied	into	the	declaration	of	the	biblical	New	Year?		Some	believe	and	
teach	that	the	wild	barley	in	Israel	must,	at	minimum,	mature	to	the	stage	of	aviv	by	
the	12th	month’s	end.		Aviv,	by	the	way,	is	the	stage	of	growth	wherein	the	barley	is	



mature	to	reproduce	itself,	and	mature	enough	to	be	ground	into	flour.	If	a	large	
enough	portion	of	the	barley	here	is	not	aviv	at	the	end	of	the	12th	month,	they	
declare	a	13th	month	for	the	year.	Yet	some	teach	that	the	barley	only	needs	to	be	
aviv	for	First	Fruits,	and	not	at	the	same	time	as	a	New	Moon.		Others	seek	an	
equinox	first,	and	then	a	new	moon	and	the	barley	later.		And	still,	others	use	a	
calculated	calendar	originated	by	Hillel	II.	
	
I	realized	I	had	a	unique	opportunity	before	me.		Here	I	was	living	in	the	land	of	
Israel.		There	was	wild	barley	all	around	me.		It	grows	against	foundations	of	
buildings,	along	the	roadway,	in	the	cracks	of	sidewalks	and	in	the	cracks	of	
buildings—almost	anywhere	the	grain	can	grab	a	hold.		What	was	to	stop	me	from	
observing	the	barley	in	its	maturation	all	the	way	through	to	First	Fruits?		What	a	
shame	it	would	be	to	miss	the	opportunity	of	learning	the	agricultural	language	of	
the	Bible—to	miss	the	spiritual	lessons	that	can	only	be	gleaned	from	being	
connected	to	the	Land	and	its	wild	barley!		No,	I	wasn’t	going	to	let	the	season	waste	
itself,	unnoticed	by	me.		I	would	be	its	observer	and	witness.			
	
As	I	stated	above,	I	also	had	heard	that	there	was	more	than	one	group	in	Israel	
looking	at	barley	fields.		Previous	to	this	year,	I	was	only	ever	aware	of	one	group	of	
people	who	sought	the	barley	to	determine	the	year.			Of	the	two	I	located,	one,	a	
non-Messianic	group,	belongs	to	the	“Aviv	Barley	+	New	Moon	=	New	Year”	camp	
(from	now	on	referred	to	as	Group	1).	The	other	group,	a	Messianic	group,	belonged	
to	the	“New	Moon	+	Ready	Barley	on	First	Fruits	=	New	Year”	camp.		They	are	Brian	
and	Linda	Convery.			
	
I	knew	Group	1	had	declared	a	13th	month	based	on	the	fact	that	the	majority	of	the	
barley	was	not	yet	aviv	at	the	time	of	the	new	moon	sliver	March	10th.		Brian	and	
Linda	declared	that	moon	on	the	10th	would	be	the	marker	for	the	New	Year	because	
experience	told	them	there	was	plenty	of	time	for	the	barley	to	become	aviv	before	
the	First	Fruits	date	of	March	26th		
	
I	looked	at	what	both	groups	were	saying	and	I	believed	to	the	best	of	my	
understanding,	the	Converys	was	the	most	accurate.		There	could	only	be	one	right	
answer	according	to	the	Land,	and	according	to	the	Bible.		One	must	point	to	the	
other.		It	was	my	new	goal	to	see	if	these	Scriptures	would	establish	themselves	in	
the	Land	before	my	eyes.	
	
I	wasn’t	yet	thinking	about	the	time	after	the	barley	season—at	this	point,	I	was	
committed	to	the	barley	alone.		The	work	I	had	planned	to	do	was	for	me…I	needed	
to	understand.		I	needed	to	hear	from	the	Father	directly.		There	was	a	small	group	
of	people	that	followed	my	discoveries	as	they	happened,	and	I	made	sure	they	
knew	I	was	a	student	of	YHVH’s	nature	and	Torah,	not	a	teacher.			
	
The	Converys	had	posted	photos	of	their	aviv	search	from	the	9th	and	10th	of	March,	
as	proof	from	their	experience,	this	barley	would	be	ready	in	plenty	of	time	for	First	



Fruits	of	March	26th.		Their	locations	in	these	photos	were	much	further	south	than	
the	location	where	we	were	to	find	the	barley	aviv	on	the	24th	of	March.	

	
www.abibofgod.com	

	
The	reports	of	the	Converys,	during	their	inspection,	included	the	return	migration	
of	storks	(which	I	confirmed	the	same	week,	as	I	had	noticed	the	storks	soaring	
overhead	in	our	village),	and	the	presence	of	figs	on	trees	(I	also	had	seen	figs	on	
trees	that	had	no	leaves	in	our	walks	around	the	village).		They	also	reported	doves,	
and	I	had	been	hearing	the	doves	in	the	early	hours	for	a	week	by	March	the	10th.		
The	Converys	had	also	reported	finding	blooming	grapes,	and	young	spring	lambs,	
but	in	our	area,	I	had	seen	neither	(but	I	hadn’t	look	outside	the	village).		What	I	had	
seen	was	enough	for	me	to	know	that	I	was	moving	the	right	direction.					
	
Jeremiah	8:7	Yes,	the	stork	in	the	sky	knows	her	appointed	times;	and	the	
turtledove	and	the	swallow	and	the	crane	observe	the	time	of	their	coming;	but	My	
people	don't	know	Yehovah's	law.	
	
Song	of	Solomon	2:11-13	For,	behold,	the	winter	is	past.	The	rain	is	over	and	gone.	
The	flowers	appear	on	the	earth;	The	time	of	the	singing	has	come,	And	the	voice	of	
the	turtledove	is	heard	in	our	land.	The	fig	tree	ripens	her	green	figs.	The	vines	are	
in	blossom;	They	give	forth	their	fragrance…	
	

	



SPIRITUAL	LESSON	ALONG	THE	WAY	
	

March	16. Some thoughts today as I hiked the ridge looking at all of the barley. 
The last of the Spring rains have brought the Summer winds with them. All of 
those pale barley heads bowed and swayed independently, and yet, as if in 
unison under the wind (ruach). The first fruits (barley) were offered to the Father 
as a wave offering by the priests who were to wave the offering before the 
Father, which mean to quiver or sway to and fro. We are the barley of the Father, 
the field that will be harvested and presented as a wave offering by Messiah our 
High Priest when the in-gathering is complete. I was so in love with the vision in 
my eyes as I watched the barley bowing and swaying under the influence of the 
ruach before the Father in heaven, Whose eyes are always on this land from the 
beginning of the year to the end of the year (Deut 11:12). There is so much 
spiritual symbolism in the white fields of barley. I love this land. I feel the 
presence of the Holy Spirit with me as I walk it; teaching me and leading me into 
all of His truths. I love Him beyond words or emotions, to the filling of my very 
being from top to bottom. It was a great day on the ridge in the barley fields. I 
look forward to many more and pray I am never too feeble to enjoy these days.	
	
I	decided	to	reach	out	to	the	Converys	and	send	some	videos	and	photos	of	barley	
from	my	ridge	in	the	village.		I	am	so	thankful	they	were	more	than	willing	to	share	
their	expertise	and	years	of	experience	of	inspecting	and	documenting	the	wild	
barley	fields	of	Israel.		They	were	like	a	breath	of	fresh	air	in	their	genuineness	and	
willingness	to	teach	and	share	not	only	their	knowledge,	but	their	time	as	well.			
	
They	informed	me	of	a	field	of	wild	barley	near	me	that	would	be	a	great	field	for	me	
to	learn	from	and	watch	develop—the	one	that	I	refer	to	as	the	Jordan	Check	Point	
field.		When	the	Converys	were	in	Israel,	this	field	was	not	even	in	the	running	to	be	
ready	by	our	First	Fruits	date,	but	on	the	first	day	that	I	was	there,	it	was	well	within	
an	acceptable	stage	of	development	to	be	aviv	in	the	time	it	was	needed.		Imagine	
that	if	this	field	in	central	Israel	was	ready,	what	the	fields	in	the	south	must	have	
been	like!		Fields	to	the	south	typically	ripen	faster	than	in	central	and	northern	
Israel.			
	
Utilizing	the	technology	of	“whatsapp”	(a	communication	app),	the	Converys,	
although	physically	back	in	America,	came	with	me	to	the	barley	field	on	March	21st.	
I	streamed	real	time	audio/video	and	snapped	photos,	and	peeled	and	checked	
barley	for	their	expert	eyes.		I’ll	never	forget	the	excitement	of	the	day.		It	was	a	
small	miracle	that	I	was	able	to	find	the	barley	field	as	I	traveled	alone	(I	still	have	
not	seen	a	lot	of	Israel).		To	be	standing	in	a	large	field	of	wild	barley	that	the	Father	
had	been	planting	year	after	year,	for	thousands	of	years,	made	my	heart	sing!		
Being	His	witness	in	a	world	that	mostly	doesn’t	pause	to	see	what	He	is	saying,	it	
was	a	moment	of	feeling	very	small	and	humble.		Who	was	I	that	He	should	allow	me	
to	be	experiencing	something	that	is	so	important	to	Him?		Maybe	this	was	what	
built	the	humility	I	was	seeing	in	the	Converys—understanding	that	the	Father	still	



speaks	to	us	using	the	same	methods	He	always	did.		He	chooses	some	to	whom	He	
gives	the	ability,	the	desire,	and	the	ears	with	which	to	listen	to	Him.		

	
Here	are	some	pictures	from	the	first	trip	to	the	Jordan	Valley	Check	Point.		On	the	
right,	the	field	is	on	the	knoll	and	is	more	ripe,	while	on	the	left,	is	the	section	below	
the	knoll.		The	water	from	the	knoll	drains	down	and	keeps	the	lower	grains	wetter,	
and	therefore	they	mature	slower,	while	the	lack	of	water	hastens	the	barley	
ripening.  



	

	
Barley gathered from the Jordan Valley Check Point on March 21, 2016 is 
starting to show a ready stage of development.  This is a perfect example of 
determining the condition called aviv.  All the grains came from barley heads 
that LOOKED the same, but the grains were different from head to head.  Aviv is 
about the grain, not the stalk.  	
	



MARCH 20. FACEBOOK ENTRY: The new field today which is near the Jordan Valley 
Check Point. Mostly the grains from the top of the hill are as the photo shows. The 
bottom little pile cannot be divided with your fingernail so it is aviv. I'll go back one more 
time the 24th or 25th and check the field again to make sure there is plenty for a harvest 
by sickle.	
	
	
March	24th	I	returned	to	the	same	barley	field	around	noontime	to	find	that	the	
barley	field	was	all	at	least	aviv	to	karmel…..the	shoes	don’t	lie!		As	I	walked	through	
the	field	to	check	the	barley,	the	heads	freely	separated	and	seeds	lodged	in	my	
shoes!		As	the	Converys	would	say:	“Just	the	way	they	were	created	to	do.”		It	could	
only	be	a	day	or	two	more	before	the	barley	seeds	would	completely	fall	to	the	
ground	shattered,	and	become	unharvestable.		I	don’t	know	if	I	will	ever	be	able	to	
wear	those	shoes	again.		Barley	has	barbs	that	allow	it	to	travel	in	one	direction	
only.	The	barley	could	not	hold	up	against	foot	traffic	without	releasing	its	grains.			
The	Converys	gave	the	green	light	that	the	barley	was	ready	for	First	Fruits	in	3	
days!			
	
	
	



	

	
	

	
	

SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY 



	
Another thing that struck me this day was that ripe barley hisses!  When the wind 
or the ruach blows through barley that is ready for harvest, as it rubs together, it 
produces a distinct hissing noise as the barbs that propel the barley in one 
direction rub together much in the same way a cricket or katydid rubs their legs 
together to produce a sound.  As I listened to the effect the wind was having on 
ripe barley I thought of:		
	
Isaiah	5:26	And	He	will	lift	up	an	ensign	to	the	nations	from	far,	and	will	hiss	unto	
them	from	the	end	of	the	earth:	and,	behold,	they	shall	come	with	speed	swiftly:	
	
Zechariah	10:8	I	will	hiss	for	them,	and	gather	them;	for	I	have	redeemed	them:	and	
they	shall	increase	as	they	have	increased.	
9	And	I	will	sow	them	among	the	people:	and	they	shall	remember	Me	in	far	countries;	
and	they	shall	live	with	their	children,	and	turn	again.	
	
I	had	looked	at	this	verse	many	times	and	knew	one	of	the	applications	of	the	word	
‘hiss’	was	also	‘to	whistle,’	so	I	thought	in	my	‘then’	understanding	that	the	verse	
probably	would	be	better	written	‘to	whistle.’		Why	would	YHVH	hiss?		On	that	day	as	I	
stood	in	the	barley	field,	I	understand	‘hiss’	was	the	perfect	word	for	this	Scripture	as	
the	sound	of	His	calling	those	He	had	planted	among	the	nations.		He	WILL	hiss	for	
them	when	His	Holy	Spirit	blows	across	the	seed	that	are	‘ripe’	in	the	field	of	the	world	
where	He	has	planted	them.		When	His	increase	is	fully	ready	to	be	harvested	and	His	
Ruach	stirs	in	their	hearts,	there	will	be	a	spiritual	hissing.			
	
I	also	thought	of:	
		
John	3:8	The	wind	(the	ruach)	bloweth	where	it	listeth,	and	thou	hearest	the	sound	
thereof,	but	canst	not	tell	whence	it	cometh,	and	whither	it	goeth:	so	is	every	one	that	
is	born	of	the	Spirit.	
	
	
We were blessed on this day with wheat from the same field.  The Converys 
assured me that the wheat was in a perfect stage of development to be 
accompanying the barley in the same field. You can see that the wheat grain 
was easily split, and it was not close to being ready.	



 	
	
	
When I returned home with the barley I had harvested from the field, I cleaned 
the grains and roasted them until there was no moisture left in the grains. Then I 
ground them to a powder and sifted them to see if they would produce flour.  
You can see the results in the following photos—they did produce barley flour.	

	
	
Between the 20th and the 24th of March, I had begun to look past the ripening of 
the barley into the practice of Unleavened Bread.  What I’m going to share with 
you now is my belief based on my personal experience.  Scripture tells us that 
during the week of Unleavened Bread, all of the leaven was to be destroyed 
from the land.  For seven days, we are to eat unleavened bread, the bread of 
haste.  However, Scripture also tells us in 50 days from the barley offering, yeast 
was going to be needed for the wheat offering.  Where would this leaven come 



from if the yeast from all of the land of Israel had been destroyed?  Remember, 
this is my personal belief.  I am not saying that you must believe as I do.  We 
have no Scripture telling us where the new yeast was to come from.	
	
In my experience in food fermentation, I had learned that several fruits have a 
natural white-grey blush on the outer skin that is a naturally occurring yeast.  In 
fact, I had used plum peels to leaven bread in previous attempts at sourdough 
bread.	
	
One thing that struck me about the timing of the first three months, is that about 
the time the wheat is ready, the Scripture speaks of grapes: Tender grapes.  	
	
It was the Thursday before the first night of unleavened, that I grabbed some 
grapes from the Rami Levy supermarket and mixed four grapes and water 
together.  I crushed the grapes into the flour and water mixture and let it set over 
the two day feast of day one of Unleavened, Friday night- Saturday Sabbath.  At 
the end of 30 hours, I had more than double the dough due to the yeast in the 
grapes.  This attempt with the grapes got off to a slow start because the 
weather was still cool so it took a while for the yeast to wake up.   But once the 
yeast reproduced itself enough, I was able to bake a nice three pound loaf of 
bread made with crushed grapes, flour, and water.  In the final moments, I 
added some salt and olive oil to the batter before the final rise and bake off.  I 
repeated the process several more times to confirm the grapes were reliable, 
and as the temperatures begin to rise, the yeast took much less time to develop.  
At 90 degrees, the yeast is developed by the end of the day. Below are photos 
of the process.	

	



	
Leavened wheat bread created with grapes flour and water	

	
	

It turns out that grapes are perfect for creating an environment for yeast.  The 
yeast on the surface of the grape feeds on the sugars inside of the meat of the 
grape, providing the food that allows the yeast to multiple, belch their gasses, 
and leaven the dough.  	
	
When I was reading about leavened bread in the Bible, the word “leavened” 
carried with it the description that it was bitter or sour, due to the yeast.  This is 
why I thought of testing for sourdough.  As I was studying and realizing that 
grapes probably provided the leaven or yeast, it reminded me of the Nazirite 
vow in Number 6:1-21.  In this vow, the person was consecrated or separated 
and they were to abstain from wine, wine vinegar, grapes, raisins, intoxicating 
liquors, vinegar made from such substances, and eating or drinking any 
substance that contains any trace of grapes.  As the verse says: 	
	
“All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, 
from the kernels even to the husk”	
	
It’s my conviction and belief that the reason the Nazirite vow included an 
abstinence from grape products, is because grapes were the ready source of 
leavening in the land of Israel.  In my conviction of the Bible’s message to us 
concerning the Nazirite vow and leavened bread, if you are not eating grapes, 
you are not eating leavened bread since the grapes were the source of leaven or 
yeast.  
 



Luke 7:33 “For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no 
wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon!” 
Mat 26:29; Mark 14:25; Luke 22:18 The Messiah would not eat of the fruit of 
the vine on the 14th; AKA the 13th after sunset! 
	
	
In the Bible, leaven usually represented sin, but not always.  Not on Shavuot.   
 

SPIRITUAL LESSON ALONG THE WAY 
 
1 Cor 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven (ferment) 
leaveneth (causes to ferment) the whole lump? 
7 Purge out therefore the old (antique, not recent) leaven (fermentation), that ye 
may be a new lump (swelling, root wood: puff), as ye are unleavened (swelling, rt. 
puff). For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven (fermentation), neither with 
the leaven (fermentation) of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened 
(swelling, root word puff) bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
When we come to faith in the Messiah and are filled with the Holy Spirit of the 
Father we become a new swelling or puff.  It happens when the Father’s 
precious Holy Spirit resides in us!   When He in dwells us.  The old fermentation 
of sin is destroyed as symbolized in the Week of Unleavened Bread.  Shaul calls 
it the ‘new lump’ or swelling or puff is the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  This is the 
meaning of Shavout’s two leavened wheat loaves!   
 
 	
I asked the Father to find tender grapes on the vine before Shavuot, so I could 
prove tender grapes have the ability to make yeast.  I also asked the Father to 
see all of the signs mentioned in His Scriptures that point to the beginning of the 
year.  He answers the prayers of our good desires when we seek Him.	
	
	
MARCH 26  FACEBOOK ENTRY Flash floods and heavy rains in the south or the Negev 
regions.  This would be the first location from which the wild barley would be ripe 
enough for presenting a barley offering.  Even before the central location where we 
found barley ready just before the Feast dates.  Surely this heavy rain destroy that crop 
at least in part	
	

	
SPIRITUAL LESSONS ALONG THE WAY	

APRIL  3: I want to share something precious with you today. At least it is to me, 
maybe it will be to you.	
	



What we have done this year in the barley fields is part of keeping the witness of 
the Messiah. When we correctly determine and identify the month with the 
beginning first fruits from all the land of Israel (Ex 34:26), we are saying that 
Yeshua is the Messiah sent from the Father. We are saying that Yeshua, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, was the firstborn of the dead (Col 1:8), meaning the 
beginning position. We have kept the correct pattern of First Fruits, we have 
honoured the Messiah by recognising His position of being the 're'shiyth' or pre-
eminent  in all things that allows us to follow in His footsteps of death, burial and 
resurrection by the power of the Father's Holy Spirit, who raised Yeshua from the 
dead. It's always been there in the barley waiting for us to see it—waiting to 
teach us who the Messiah is, and because of Him, who we are. Rev 14: 12 Here 
is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus. 	
	
What a powerful testimony we have been given. Yes, there was a beginning First 
Fruits this year, we did not let it fall to the ground unnoticed. We kept the 
testimony of it and the remembrance of its significance. Everything fell into place 
perfectly. And I personally cannot forget the fact that this year, of all years, the 
days reflected even the same '3 days and 3 nights' pattern as when the Messiah 
was crucified.	
	
	
	

	
April 12th  Here you have two Mandrakes.  On the left is the one growing in our 
village, on the right is a stock photo.  He is faithful.  Genesis 30:13 Mandrakes 
tied to the wheat harvest Song of Solomon 7:12, 13 Mandrakes are blooming 
when the grapes are tender so tender grapes are tied to the wheat harvest.	
	
	
	



April 11th-13th was a time of heavy rains, and even hail fell in Jerusalem. There 
were travel advisories with flash flooding in the Negev.  It was like watching the 
pages of the Bible come to life as I realized that these weather conditions were 
out of their season.  The Father refers to the blessings as a time when the rains 
come to nourish the crops and then the rains stop so the crops can be 
harvested without being ruined by the rains.  The prophet Samuel clearly 
demonstrates this in 1 Sam 12:17  One of the things this time of rain has 
caused, when it was not supposed to be giving itself to the land of Israel, is a 
slowing and unevenly ripened of the grain crops, including the wild barley.  	
	

SPIRITUAL	LESSONS	ALONG	THE	WAY	
APRIL 22: Simple obedience so that sin cannot have dominion.	
Cain and Abel. The Father spoke to me about Cain and Abel late last night.  
When my eyes opened, I hurried to read the Scriptures to see if I could 
determine in the Scriptures everything He said to me. I'll break down what He 
said to me from within the Scriptures. 
	
Gen 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 
said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 	
2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground. 	
3 And in process of time 	
	

at the extremity of the year) this was the beginning extremity of the year i.e. 
Springtime, the time of the lambs, First Fruits	

	
it came to pass , that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground	
	

Cain did not bring his first fruits, just his fruits	
	

an offering unto the LORD.	
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings 	
	

firstborn or first fruits	
	
 of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel 	

because Abel offered his First Fruits	
	
 and to his offering: 	
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect	
	

Cain's offering is not recorded as a First Fruit, just an offering 	
	
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.	
6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy 



countenance fallen?  7 If thou doest well 	
	

if you offer me your First Fruits	
	

shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And 
unto thee (shall be-added text) his desire, (and- added text) thou shalt rule (over 
him.-added text). It is my conviction the last sentence is saying that sin will have 
dominion over Cain.	
	
I believe the truth of the text is that Cain’s offering was not of his First Fruits from 
the ground, so YHVH didn’t accept it, and when YHVH did not accept what Cain 
had offered, sin entered into Cain’s heart and had dominion; as we see later in 
the text, the dominion of sin in Cain, killed Abel. But the disobedience of Cain 
not offering his First Fruits to YHVH as Abel had offered, led to more sin, and sin 
having dominion in Cain's life led to the killing of his brother.  As we see King 
David speaking of in Ps 19:13 ‘ Keep back thy servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me: then I shall be upright, and I shall be 
innocent of the great transgression.”	
	
Both Cain and Abel offered a portion from the daily work of their hands. Abel 
was a shepherd. Cain was a tiller of the fields. The difference that the Scripture 
shows us was that Abel offered the firstborn of his flock, while Cain offered from 
the fruit of the ground—the word ‘first’ is not present with Cain’s offering.	
	
 It is during the week of Unleavened Bread that the First Fruits are offered.   
Lambs are also born at the beginning of Spring.  	
	
Oh how faithful is our Father, to show the importance of simple obedience to 
Him. I love it when He speaks to me in stillness and fills my heart with His good 
things. Amazing that He does so, in my utter unworthiness. He chose me. He 
enables me. This earthen vessel that He made. Words cannot express the awe 
and love that stirs in my heart.	
	
	
APRIL 27 FACEBOOK ENTRY Many of you may have seen the photos or videos of the 
mourning dove that built a nest in the tree off the bedroom balcony here where we live. I 
wanted to point out that the two young doves have been gone from the nest and their tree 
since the 22nd of April. The bible clearly says one of the signs of Spring is the singing or 
sound of the mourning doves returning to the land. This returning of singing happened 
the week of the 6th of March—the week of the New Moon, and the month that we kept 
Passover. Now, in the second month, by the week of the 18th of April, their nests were 
empty of young. The eggs were laid and the young were raised and have flown off. We 
have already moved from Israel's short, short Spring into Israel's long summer months. 
How exact the word of Yah is to use such a perfect measure of the Spring Feasts.	



	
	
	

SPIRITUAL	LESSON	ALONG	THE	WAY	
APRIL	28TH:		Col 1:18 And He is the head (rosh) of the body, the church: who is 
the beginning (riysheet), the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might 
have the preeminence.	
	
Rosh (or head) is the root word of riysheet (beginning) found in Ex23:19 first of 
the firstfruits. 	
	
Ex 23:19 The first (riysheet) of the firstfruits (HaBikkurim) of thy land thou shalt 
bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his 
mother's milk.	
	
Mark 4:29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the 
sickle, because the harvest is come.	
	
It pretty much cinches up the earliest barley in all the land is the one to be 
offered at First Fruits and the one that represents Messiah.	
	
By now, I had figured out that I needed to witness everything in the land that the 
Scriptures said should be available to my eyes.  All of it.  The starting points: 
Determined barley and the new moon, all the way through the ripening of the 
wheat and all of the additional witness in between.  Remember please, this is my 
witness.  This is my evidence the Father provided my hungry heart.  This is 
according to my understanding and linking the Scriptures with what my eyes 
beheld.   	
	
I still needed grapes on the vine to appear before Shauvot and the wheat 
harvest.  I could not know if the previous grapes I had used were imported or 
grown locally.  If I could find for myself tender grapes, then I could use a few to 
see if there was enough yeast.  If there was, it would be ready in the season it 
was needed and it would supply yeast to leaven the wheat loaves for Shavuot.	
	



SOFT	DOUGH	BARLEY,	photo	taken	on	my	ridge	MARCH	16.		Ridges	are	for	grazing,	
not	for	fields,	but	it	was	a	good	nearby	location	for	me	to	open	barley	on	an	almost	
daily	basis,	to	understand	its	development.	
	
May 9th most all of the fields of cultivated wheat in the Jezreel Valley were in the 
process of being harvested.  In this photo, you can see the harvesting machine 
with Tel Megido in the background.  I still wanted to find a location I could 
access with uncultivated wheat.  I needed uncultivated wheat for the biblical 
witness of wheat. However, here in this valley, the wheat was in a tooth jarring 
karmel stage of development.  The plant freely dropped its grains with only 
slight resistance. 	
	



	
	
	
May 9th I stumbled upon immature grapes just before sunset on Friday and 
rushed back to prove the grapes in flour and water.  I brought back with me a 
few little grapes, wondering if there would be enough sugar in the flesh of the 
grapes to kick start the yeast.  The next morning, as I walked the other end of 
the village, I found a second younger vine with grapes as well. 	
	
I was so amazed.  At a time when my resolve to be thorough had waivered (not 
by plan, but by losing sight to the cares of life), the Father remained faithful to 
my request.  He proved and pointed out to me grapes in my own village, a week 
ahead of the date they would be needed by—a week ahead of Shavuot.  	
	
As you can see, when the Sabbath had finished, I was able to produce a small 
loaf of bread.  Small, because I was testing the grapes themselves against the 
ability to produce yeast when they were immature.  I had already proven we 
could achieve a very nicely leavened loaf of bread from the previous grapes.  	

	



	

	
	
Genesis 30:13 Mandrakes tied to the wheat harvest	
Song of Solomon 7:12, 13 Mandrakes are blooming when the grapes are 
tender so tender grapes are tied to the wheat harvest	
	
	
By	May	10th	there	was	only	one	biblical	witness	or	sign	left….	uncultivated	wheat	in	
due	season,	but	I	was	also	still	seeking	a	Mandrake	present	with	the	wheat.		Try	as	I	
might,	I	had	not	been	able	to	reach	the	correct	person	at	the	University	of	Haifa.		I	
had	been	told	that	they	keep	fields	of	wild	barley	and	wheat	for	their	genome	
studies,	but	language	barriers	kept	me	from	being	successful	in	my	quest.		There	
were	only	four	days	left,	it	was	time	to	look	elsewhere.	
	
Neot	Kedumim	Park,	the	Biblical	Landscape	Reserve	in	Israel,	came	into	focus.		I	
wrote	an	email	and	made	a	call	the	next	morning,	which	was	May	10th.	I	was	off	
across	Israel	on	a	3-hour	car	trip,	to	see	if	I	could	find	wild	wheat	in	their	grain	
garden.		When	I	got	there,	the	grains	had	been	mowed	except	for	one	small	corner	
where	I	was	able	to	find	wild,	common	wheat.		I	also	located	the	remnants	of	their	
mandrake	plants.		Happily,	the	mandrakes	live	and	grow	inside	of	a	cage	on	the	
reserve	in	an	effort	to	keep	the	wild	deer	from	eating	them.		Happily,	I	found	dry	
shattered	wheat	stalks.		The	wheat	had	grown	along	side	of	the	dead	mandrake.		I	
was	told	that	both	were	out	of	SEASON	by	the	botanist	that	works	at	the	park!			
	
	
	
	
	



	
	Shavuot	was	coming	soon.		Sunset	the	14th	of	May	was	our	Shavuot	date	for	2016.		
And	I	held	in	my	hands	the	proof	that	we	had	barley	before	first	fruits	and	wheat	
before	Shavuot.		I	had	witnessed	with	my	eyes	all	of	the	Biblical	signs	that	we	had	
correctly	observed	and	correctly	began	the	Father’s	calendar.		Not	one	of	them	was	
missing	or	out	if	it’s	needed	season.		Not	one	was	out	of	sync	with	it’s	counterpart.	
	
I	had	been	given	the	honor	of	following	the	hand	of	the	Father	through	His	land	and	
witnessing	the	Master	Husbandman	care	for	His	ancient	grains	and	speak	by	His	
ancient	path.			I	had	stood	in	the	way,	His	way;	and	seen	with	my	eyes,	His	truth.		I	
asked	the	Father	which	paths	to	take	and	He	answered	me.		I	followed	His	answer	
and	He	led	me	to	the	most	peaceful	of	all	Spring	Feasts	I	had	ever	experienced.			
	
"Thus said יהוה, “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the 
good way is, and walk in it; and find rest for yourselves. But they said, ‘We do 
not walk in it.’"	
-Jeremiah 6:16	
	
	
	I	had	felt	such	closeness	to	my	loving	Father	in	the	field,	His	field.	I	was	so	glad	to	be	
able	to	go	alone	with	Him	and	listen	to	Him	hissing	to	me	to	follow	Him	further	in	
the	journey	of	the	Spring	Feasts.		I	was	changed	in	ways	that	can	not	be	measured	by	
mere	words.	My	love	for	Him	grew	deeper,	and	I	could	see	more	clearly	His	love	and	
care	for	me.			Oh	what	a	deep	and	great	love	the	Father	has	for	His	own,	and	I	am	so	
glad	to	be	one	of	His.			
	



May	14,	FACEBOOK	ENTRY	today is the 7th Seven. The 7th Sabbath. Day 49 of 
49. Today we concluded counting the omer. Tonight as the sunsets on this 
Sabbath we will enter the 50th day. Shavuot. The Feast of Harvest. The First 
Fruits of Wheat. The Feast of Weeks. The restoration to the Father. The 
prophetic shadow picture of when He walked with the tribes of Israel in the 
wilderness from inside the Tent of Meeting, like He said to David through the 
prophet Samuel. He now walks inside of us. Dwells in His temple made of lively 
stones. The second loaf of the barley offering is the body of Messiah; the first is 
the Messiah who is preeminent in all things. We, the leavened, free barley, have 
become a new lump that is free from the old leaven of sin. The new lump has 
become a new creation of wheat, leavened with the Holy Spirit of the Father as 
He dwells in us. The Holy Spirit of the Father in Yeshua, the preeminent; is 
represented in the first of the leavened wheat loaves, we are represented in the 
second. Two loaves, the number of reproduction. Now, we are clothed with an 
eternal incorruptible body that was lost to mankind in the garden. Now, we will 
not be found naked if we are required to die in our lifetime. Now, we have again 
become the Sons of the Living Yah who are able to cry, Abba Father as His 
face, His mercy, His grace shines down upon us. All because of the sinless life 
and self inflicted sacrifice of the Messiah, who was willing to pay the price for 
the broken covenant and restore, to turn back, to cure our hearts so that on 
Shavuot these hearts of stone could be changed to hearts of flesh and have the 
Torah inscribed on them. This friends, is part of the testimony that has been lost 
to mankind. May it all be restored in its purest meaning and may we all be part 
of this restoration process, those who carry this message to the world. The 
Messiah loved us and gave his life for us, much like the story of Mary and 
Joseph, Yeshua's parents. We are betrothed to Yeshua but not yet married. Yet 
in the betrothed state with the Messiah we will bright forth fruits to the Father 
and then comes the marriage supper of the Lamb.	
	



On	the	right,	wild	aviv	barley	before	First	Fruits.	On	the	left,	wild	karmel	wheat	
before	Shavuot

	
	

	
In	this	photo,	the	barley	was	collected	in	an	unqualified	area.		In	these	types	of	areas,	
the	small	caches	of	barley	ripens	unevenly	as	seen	here.		Roadsides,	for	one,	produce	
a	‘hot	house’	effect	that	hastens	ripening;	this	type	of	an	area	doesn’t	not	qualify	for	
use	in	determining	the	development	of	the	barley.	
	



	

 
This is a photo of shattered wild barley.  “Shattered” means the barley has done 
exactly what it was created to do, and reseeded itself.  This happens when the 
barley is ready and it is left in the field past harvest time.  	
	
	



December 12, 2015 

Hi Folks, 
We hope you are keeping safe and growing in the knowledge, favor, and acceptance of our Lord and Savior during these dark and troubling 
times. One of the patterns which are based in such things is that as the times and surroundings grow darker our lights should be growing 
brighter. We thought we would put out an abib update a little earlier this year to inspire you to look beyond and through these dark times of 
pagan worship and false god butchering’s which are captivating the world, to a much brighter time of anticipation and joy which we call the 
annual festivals or rehearsals of God/Elohim and in particular to Passover and Unleavened Bread, and do not forget the Wavesheaf Day. 

 
Some are enquiring as to my opinion of when the Biblical Year will start, in particular will it be a normal year or an intercalated year. The truth 
is I do not have one at this time. We will be in Israel the week of March 6,, 2016 to inspect the wild or volunteer barley crop and the other 
Biblical signs which accompany the end of one year and the start of another.  
However with that said each year we accumulate data and information which can help us in making personal assumptions. This is no 
different from accumulating data and information as to new moon sightings and patterns. What we do is pattern meteorological conditions 
leading up to the start of a Biblical year. For instance this year at this time it is much different than last year. Last year was quite dry. It is 
currently quite wet in the barley breadbasket of the country we refer to as the Negev, at least in some of its areas where we have some of 
our traditionally early maturing barley fields. As well some areas of this region have experienced some unseasonably cold weather for some 
time and in particular this past week when below freezing temperatures have been recorded with heavy frost. This has caused a lot of 
concern with many growers and has resulted in significant damage to the potato crop. This in itself does not have much of an effect on the 
later crops such as barley and wheat when looking at the unseasonably cold temperatures. Barley can germinate at 34 degrees Fahrenheit. 
What is of interest to us is the amount of moisture currently in the soil. The Coastal Plain of the Western Negev has received a lot of rain to 
date. Keep in mind rainfalls are officially measured from August to August in Israel. Here are a few examples of the area. 

 
Bet Dagan (near Tel Aviv) 160% of normal to date; Negba 145% of normal to date; and Besor Farm (near Egyptian border area) 251% of 
normal to date. Even Beer Sheva is coming in at 134% of normal to date. If these hold up they will have a significant effect on the future 
crops.  

 
Jerusalem and its surrounding region are running a little below normal but nothing significant.  

 
The North is a mixed bag. The areas of some of our traditionally early volunteer barley fields are doing well in the area of the junction of the 
Jezreel Valley and the Jordon Valley. For instance Seed Eliyyahu is at 108% of normal to date and just north of that Zema is at 90%.  

 
However to the west of these locations Merhvya is at 37% and to the north of that Mispe Harashim is at 45% and Har Kenaan (Zefat) is at 
43%.  

 
It is going to be interesting to see how these numbers hold leading up to the very important time frame of the end of January through the third 
week of February. That time period has generally shaped the growth pattern of the volunteer barley crop the past 14 years with only a couple 
of exceptions. Patterns in creation are wonderful things for they impart knowledge to one who takes the time to observe them and note them. 
Everything and everyone has a pattern which can give us a lot of insight into what it or they will be doing.  

 
For anyone who is new to our reporting on the barley in Israel, let me conclude, that we do not make predictions. What we do is report on the 
visible conditions in Israel leading up to the end of the 12th lunar month in the yearly cycle. We undertake feet on the ground inspections a 
few days before the end of that lunar cycle in Israel and pass that information onto anyone who wishes to use it in their personal evaluation 
as to when the start of the Biblical new year is and thus the count to the annual moedim or appointed days of meeting with our Creators. We 
also refer to these as the annual festivals and annual rehearsals.  

 
We hope we have been able to spark some encouragement to look beyond these present days of gloom and doom and unto the brighter 
days of joy which are just ahead.  

 
Brian and Linda 
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